
A LEVEL

BIOLOGY



• knowledge and understanding of biological concepts

• understanding of scientific method

• practical, mathematical and problem solving skills

• interest and enthusiasm for the subject, leading to further study and 
associated careers 

• understanding of scientific issues relating to economy and society.

What is the aim of Biology A Level?





We follow the AQA Biology A-Level course (7402)

You can access the complete exam specification and 
past exam papers on the AQA website www.aqa.org.uk

The course content is split into eight main teaching topics:

1 Biological molecules
2 Cells 
3 Organisms exchange substances with their environment
4 Genetic information, variation and relationships between 
organisms 

5 Energy transfers in and between organisms 
6 Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external 
environments 
7 Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 
8 The control of gene expression



The course will be fully assessed by three written papers at the end of two 
years of study…

Final
exam

Content assessed Duration Weighting Details

Paper 1
(91 
marks)

Topics 1,2,3 and 4 
(including relevant 
practical skills)

2hrs 35% A mixture of short and long answer
questions

Paper 2
(91 
marks)

Topics 5,6,7 and 8 
(including relevant 
practical skills)

2hrs 35% A mixture of short and long answer
questions 
(inc. a 15mark comprehension)

Paper 3
(78 
marks)

All topics (including 
relevant practical 
skills)

2hrs 30% SYNOPTIC- Structured questions, 
including practical techniques and critical
analysis of data.
25 mark essay from a choice of two titles



• 9 x 1hour timetabled lessons every fortnight

• split between two specialist teachers

Students are provided with a digital textbook on 
www.kerboodle.com
Use this to add to your class notes, produce summary 
notes and attempt the practice questions. 

One hour of lesson time 
= 

One hour working 
independently out 
of the classroom

http://www.kerboodle.com/


There are lots of additional
course specific textbooks and 
revision guides that can be 
recommended for you to 
purchase separately if you wish…



Practical skills are 
a big part of 
biology A Level...



Teacher assessment of competency of practical work = Practical Endorsement

Common Practical Assessment Criteria (CPAC)

1.Follows written procedures.

2.Applies investigative approaches and methods when using 

instruments and equipment.

3.Safely uses a range of practical equipment 

and materials.

4.Makes and records observations.

5.Researches, references and reports.



Results…

A*-A A*-B A*-C A*-E

2022 61.1 83.3 94.4 100

2019 20.0 45.7 62.9 97.1

2018 23.6 52.9 70.6 100





Thank you for considering Biology A Level

Any 
questions?


