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Entries KS4 Prior A*-A A*-B A*-C Ave. Pts

2022 19 7.14 53% 95% 100% 46.32

2022 Nat Av. 33% 63% 85%

2022 Sim. 

Cent.

45% 80% 21%

2019 8 6.95 50% 88% 100% 46.3

2018 6 6.81 66.7



A Level (2 Year Course)

Paper 1: Physical Geography 30% 2 ½ hour exam

Year 1- Tectonic Processes & Hazards

Year 1- Coastal Change - Fieldwork North Wales (Costal Management at Criccieth and Llandudno, Lateral Transfer at 

Criccieth and Sand Dunes at Aberffraw). 

Year 2 - Water Cycle and Water Insecurity

Year 2 - Carbon Cycle and Energy Insecurity

Paper 2: Human Geography 30% 2 ½ hour exam

Year 1- Globalisation

Year 1- Regeneration - Fieldwork in Manchester (Urban Success of Regeneration in Northern Quarter, New Islington and 

Ancoats, local Altrincham investigation, Rural Success of Regeneration through adventure tourism in North Wales)

Year 2 - Superpowers

Year 2 - Global Migration, Identity and Sovereignty 

Paper 3: Decision Making Paper 20% 2 ½ hour exam

Focusing on actions of 'Players, Attitudes and Futures' for one of Physical or Human topics using resources focused on 

a place. Resource based cover holistic content of course, e.g. Geopolitics, energy & water security and globalisation in SE Asia. 

Paper 4: Independent Investigation 20% Coursework Completed & Submitted

An independent piece of fieldwork, research, data presentation, analysis, conclusions and evaluations.

3,000 - 4,000 word limit. Final Submission December,  Upper 6th

What will I study? - Overview



Paper 1 – ‘The Physical Paper’ 

This paper is a 2 hour 15 minutes examination and 

will test the students understanding and 

application of physical geography. The paper is 

30% of the overall A Level. 

Topics that will be covered are…

1) Tectonic processes and hazards

2) Coastal landscapes and change 

3) The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity 

4) The Carbon Cycle and Energy Insecurity 



Paper 2 – ‘The Human Paper’ 

This paper is a 2 hour 15 minutes examination and 

will test the students understanding and 

application of human geography, this will cover a 

variety of topics across the human geography 

spectrum. This paper is 30% of the overall A level 

Topics that will be covered are…

1) Globalisation 

2) Regeneration

3) Superpowers

4) Migration, Identity and Sovereignty 



What will I study? – Paper 3 – Synoptic Paper



How will I be assessed?
Component Exam or assessment information Key

Information 

Paper 1 –
Physical 
Geography

Section A – Tectonic Processes and Hazards (16 
marks)
One 4 mark skill question and a 12 mark ’essay’ 

Section B – Coastal Landscape and Change (40 
marks) 
2x 6 mark question, 1x 8 and 20 mark essay 

Section C – Physical Systems and Sustainability 
(Carbon and Water Cycles)  (49 marks) 
1x3 mark question, 1x6 mark question, 1x8 mark 
question, 1x12 mark question, 1x20 mark question 

2 ¼ hours 
examination
105 marks 
30% of the A 
Level  

Paper 2 -
Human 
Geography

Section A – Globalisation/Superpowers (32 
marks) 
2x 4 mark question and 2x 12 mark ‘essay’ 

Section B – Shaping Places (35 marks) 
1x3 mark question, 2x6 mark question and a 20 
mark essay 

Section C – Global Development and Connections 
(38 marks)  
1x4 marks , 1x6 marks, 1x8 marks, 20 mark essay 

2¼ hours
examination
105 marks 
30% of the A 
Level  



How will I be assessed?

Component Exam or assessment information Key
Information 

Paper 3 –
Synoptic 
Paper 

This unit assess the key synoptic themes 
that run through the course of 
- Players (Stakeholders) 
- Actions and Attitudes 
- Futures and uncertainties 

3x4 mark, 2x8 mark, 1x18 mark, 1x24 
mark 
TOTAL: 70 marks 

2 ½ hour 
examination
70 marks 
20% of the A 
level 

Component 4 
– Individual 
Investigation 

This is a 2000- 3000 word investigation 
that students will investigate an element 
of the course based around data 
collection in a Field Study Centre in North 
Wales. 

Students will be taught skills that will 
needed to complete this 

2000-3000 word
investigation 
60 marks 
20% of the A 
Level 



How will I be supported? 
 A course textbook for Year 1 and Year 2

 An Email Group and Site – to share lesson material electronically

 A separate teacher to specialise in human and physical Geography 

 Flipped Learning – A3 Revision Sheets to help you plan and make revision material 
through the course. 

 Regular Assessment: 3 x Mid-Point Checks per topic to integrate A Level questions and 
requirements through the course

 High Quality Marking – we want to help, challenge and improve your understanding! 



Geography graduate attributes:

Top career areas for Geography graduates:

• Working in the Physical Environment

• Sustainability and Development

• The Business World

• The Built Environment

• Education

• Geographic Information Systems (GIS)

• Other – using analytical skills in Airtravel, 

Elite Sports Data, Analytical Roles and more



Mramcfadden@st-ambrosecollege.org.uk

Any questions? 


