History Department:  Possible tasks: A Level style document questions and essays.
Question 1 on the paper is always a document question and is compulsory. You will have 60 minutes to complete.
You will then answer 2 essay questions out of a choice of three. Each essay should take 45 minutes.

Document Question examples:
 2017: The decline of the Liberals, 1906-1929. 
AQA 2018: Reasons for Conservative domination,1918-39.

Essay examples:
 ‘For the most part, Ramsay Macdonald’s leadership of the Labour Party was a disaster.’ Assess the validity of this statement in the years c. 1911-1931.
‘All the triumphs and disasters of the Liberal Party between 1906 and 1931 were associated with Lloyd-George.’ Assess the validity of this view.
Account for the dominance of the Conservative Party in the interwar years.
‘The condition of Ireland, in both the South and Ulster, was much improved following the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921.’ Assess the validity of this view in the context of the years 1916-1939.












 

A Level Paper 1. 
(AQA SECTION 3: TOPIC: The Great War
and its impact, 1914-39) Key points
· WW1 had a major impact on the political parties, especially the Liberal and Labour Parties.
· The traditional ‘laissez-faire’ attitude to the economic policy of GB had to be abandoned during the war.
· The franchise was extended after the war to include women for the first time.
· The British economy experienced difficulties throughout the inter-war period. Staple industries declined, and although new consumer based ones developed, unemployment remained high- ‘intractable million’.  A General Strike occurred in 1926 and the various governments struggled to provide effective management.
· Coalition and ‘National’ governments were formed during much of the period to try and provide a united front against different types of foe. The Conservatives tended to dominate the political scene though.
· Various social legislation initiatives were passed to try and improve the lives of the lower orders, yet there remained a divided Britain: regional divisions with unemployment, gender opportunities, housing and educational provision.
· Events in Ireland escalated during WW1 leading to an Anglo-Irish war and eventual partition. Divisions remained deep and an Irish Civil war followed in the South.


	Sub-topics

	3.1
	The impact of war on British parties and politics

	3.2 
	Political developments in the interwar years

	3.3 
	Economic developments

	3.4
	Social developments

	3.5
	Social policies

	3.6
	The condition of Ireland and Anglo-Irish relations
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Stretch and Challenge/I Wider reading/independent research 




