GCSE History Knowledge Organiser: The Power and the People (Paper Two Section A) 
 (
Possible homework tasks
/GCSE style questions 
In the GCSE, the exam questions always follow the same format 
In 
question 1
, you will always be asked to evaluate a 
source.
 
(See example below) 
You will need to interpret the content of the source, and use your knowledge and the provenance/ 
origin
 to evaluate
 
In question 
2, you
 will always be asked about the significance or importance of an event or 
individual (see
 below)
 
In question 3
: you will always be asked to compare 
two events
. You could compare the motives/ or aims of those involved or the Causes, the methods used, and the outcome. 
All questions are worth 8 marks
. Your material for each response can be organised into t
wo
 or three paragraphs.  
How useful is Source 4 p 24 to a student studying the importance of Simon de 
M
ontfort? 
 
Explain the significance of the 
Peasants Revolt 
in terms of the development of rights for the British people
 
Compare the impact of the M
a
gna Carta with the impact of the 
Peasants
 
Revolt.
 
H
ow similar are they
? 
 
)Part One: The Middle Ages: Challenging authority and feudalism 

	Sub-topics

	1.1
1.2 
	· Constraints on kingship: the barons’ dissatisfaction with King John’s rule and its resolution; Magna Carta, its terms and its short and long-term impact.
· 

	1.3 
	· The origins of parliament: issues between King Henry III and his barons; the role of Simon de Montfort; the Provisions of Oxford and the Parliament of 1265 and their short and long-term impact.
 

	1.4 
	· Medieval revolt and royal authority: the social, economic and political causes of the Peasants Revolt; actions by rebels and government; impact of the Peasants' Revolt.



Stretch and Challenge – wider reading / independent tasks:
1. Complete research into the key individuals from this unit for example. Prince Louis of France, Simon de Montfort, Wat Tyler, Simon Sudbury and John Balls. 
2. Watch the following YouTube clips https://youtu.be/rw_WMjzQwJs
(the Magna Carta) 
· https://youtu.be/sUgy1BQpdfE
 Henry III  and Simon de Montfort. 
· https://youtu.be/Ws31Hfwo15s

	Key Terms 
	

	Arbitrary 
	Not sticking to the rules 

	Commons 
	Knights of the Shires and burgesses form the towns. 

	Feudal System 
	System of Government introduced by the Normans in which the King owns all the land. Other have duties and obligations to their lord in exchange for land and wealth

	Rinderpest 
	Very infectious disease that kills cattle and was untreatable in mediaeval times. 

	Villein 
	A peasant tied to the manor unable to move away who had to work for the lord in return for land. 

	The Statute of Labourers.  1351
	Every person under 60 had to work. Wage were to be no higher than before the Black Death 

	The Sumptory Laws 
	Laws passed by the government to regulate the clothes people wore and the food they ate. 




 (
Key facts
1/1.2
 
The Normans used the feudal system in which the King had all the power. 
John was forced by the barons to sign the 
Magna Cart
a
 in 1215. 
This was the first time a king had been forced to agree to limits on his power. There had been a previous charter issued by 
H
enry I but that was voluntary – he had issued a charter n his coronation to increase support. 
The idea gradually grew that the King was subject to the Law too. 
Despite having very little political power, M
a
gna Carta has remained a powerful icon for freedom until this day 
1.3
 The
 barons also tried to stop 
H
enry III from ruling unjustly. 
Simon de Montfort
 was
 heavily
 involved in attempts 
to
 
force
 the 
King
 to rule justly
Simon de Montfort rebelled against the King and ruled the country for several months. 
Simon inviter the Commons to join Parliament for the first times 
|
after
 his death any changes made by Simon were removed by 
Henry
 III. 
 
After the 
P
easants 
R
evolt
 the peasants still remained powerless but 70 years 
later,
 they had become free
The Peasants Revolt was used as an inspiration in many succeeding rebellions and is still regarded by many today as a 
significant
 
step
 in democracy. 
)


