History Department:    Unit 2 European History Key Facts 
1) The Constituent Assembly was removed in January 1918.
2) Russian involvement in WW1 came to an end in March 1918 with the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk.
3) The Whites consisted of Mensheviks, Social Revolutionaries, Liberals and Tsarists.
4) The Red Army consisted of Bolshevik workers and White prisoners forced to serve. It was led by Trotsky.
5) State Capitalism was a compromise economy which involved the nationalisation of major industries and land but private enterprise lower down.
6) War Communism was a coercive and centralised economic system, whose primary aim was to feed the Red Army.
7) The Tambov revolt and the Kronstadt rising were rebellions against Bolshevik injustices and disillusionment with repressive government.
8) The NEP was, like State Capitalism, a mixed economy. It was introduced to promote economic growth after the Civil War and was divisive within the Party.
9) Foreign intervention in the Civil War was led by the Western Powers, plus Japan. Its principal purpose was to support the Whites.
10) The Comintern was founded in March 1919 and was an international organisation founded to promote Communism abroad.
11) The Treaty of Rapallo was signed in 1922 between Germany and the Soviet Union. It promoted trade and goodwill between the two and a secret clause allowed German troops to train and exercise in Russia.
12) The forged Zinoviev Letter suggested links between the British Labour Party and the Soviet Union. It attempted to undermine Labour’s performance in the 1924 election, but had little effect.


 





Lower VI: Bolshevik Consolidation
	Sub-topics

	1.1
	The consolidation of the Communist dictatorship, including the removal of the Constituent Assembly and the creation of a one-party state; the Civil War, including its causes, the role of Trotsky, the execution of the Romanovs and why the Reds won.

	1.2 
	Economic and social developments, including state capitalism, War Communism and the NEP;  Foreign relations and the attitudes of foreign powers, including the Civil War, the Comintern, Russo-Polish War, Treaty of Rapallo and the Zinoviev letter.

	
	





Possible tasks and questions:
1) “The Bolsheviks consolidated their rule effectively October 1917-March 1918.” Explain why you agree/disagree?
2) Source questions on p.39
3) Source questions p.53
4) To what extent was Bolshevik victory in the Civil War dependent on the skilful leadership of Trotsky?
5) Source questions p.65
6) “The introduction of the NEP was a betrayal of Bolshevism.” Explain why you agree/disagree with this statement.
7) “Allied intervention prolonged the Civil War.” Explain why you agree/disagree.
8) Source question p.69





















Key Vocabulary 

	Key terms

	Constituent Assembly
	A fully democratic parliament elected in December 1917 and dissolve by the Bolsheviks in January 1918 

	Treaty of Brest-Litovsk
	The peace treaty between Russia and Germany signed in March 1918 in which Russia lost the Ukraine

	State Capitalism
	A mixed economy with state control of larger enterprises and land and private enterprise lower down.

	War Communism
	The coercive socio-economic system introduced in the Civil War to ensure the feeding of the Red Army.

	NEP
	Another template for a mixed economy which was introduced to deliver economic growth and recovery after the Civil War.

	The Comintern
	The Communist International, founded by Lenin in order to promote Communism abroad.

	The Treaty of Rapallo
	A treaty signed between Germany and Russia in 1922 which boosted trade between the two and allowed Germany to conduct military training in Russia.

	Zinoviev Letter
	A letter prepared by a British Intelligence operative suggesting links between the Labour Party and the Communists. It was a fake and designed to undermine Labour in the 1924 election.

	
	

	
	

	
	Stretch and Challenge/ Wider reading/independent research:
1)	Sheila Fitzpatrick: Russia in the Era of the NEP
2)	Alec Nove: A History of the Soviet Union.
3)	Robert Service: A History of the 20th Century Soviet Union
4)	Robert Service: Lenin: A Biography.



