History Department:  Knowledge Organiser 
GCSE Paper. (AQA Paper One: Germany 1934-45) 
	Sub-topics

	1.1
	Economic change in the 1930s and during the War.

	1.2 
	Social change including women, young people, the Churches, the Jews, propaganda, Germany during the war and opposition

	
	



 (
Key facts
How Hitler created jobs e.g. rearmament and public works
How various groups gained and lost under the Nazis e.g. workers, farmers and big business.
How the war affected the German economy and people e.g. state control, bombing and refugees.
Hindenburg did not make Hitler Chancellor at first but did so following Papen’s suggestion that they could control him
Hitler’s traditional views of women as mothers and housewives and reasons for this.
Young people under the Nazis including the Hitler Youth, League of German Maidens and changes to schooling. Young people who opposed the Nazis.
Nazi attitudes to the Protestant and Catholic churches and examples of Christians opposing the regime.
Hitler and the Jews, including Nuremberg Laws, 
Kristallnacht
, ghettoes and the Holocaust.
Propaganda, censorship and the Police/Terror state including the role of Goebbels, the SS and concentration camps.
Opposition in WW2 e.g. White Rose
)








 (
Possible tasks:/GCSE style Questions/ Practice Exam Questions  
Question 1
 on the 
paper is always for 4 marks and asks how 2 interpretations of an event differ.
Question 2
 is always for 4 marks and asks why the 2 interpretations differ. You need to look at the provenance of the interpretations to answer this.
Question 3
 is for 8 marks and asks which interpretation is more convincing.  You need to compare the content of the interpretations to your own knowledge to answer this.
Question 4 i
s for 4 marks and asks you to describe two events e.g. 2 problems faced by the Jews in this period.
Question 5
 is for 8 marks and asks you to describe something e.g. the ways in which the German people gained from Nazi rule.
Question 6 is for 12 marks
 and asks you to assess the relative importance of 2 causes/events/consequences e.g. which was the more important source of opposition during WW2, the White Rose or the 
Stauffenberg
 Plot?
)















Key Terms 

	

	Public works
	The building of motorways etc. to create jobs

	Autarky
	Economic self sufficiency

	Anti-semitism
	Hatred of the Jews, a core Nazi belief

	KdF
	Strength through Joy movement which improved workers’ conditions

	KKK
	Church, Kitchen, Children – Hitler’s view of women’s role

	Nazism
	An ideology combining racist ultra-nationalism, a belief in expansion through warfare, dictatorship and improving workers’ conditions

	Hitler Youth and League of German Maidens
	Youth movements for boys and girls

	Reich Church and Confessional Church
	The Confessional Church was the independent breakaway church from the Nazi controlled Reich Church 

	Final Solution/Holocaust
	The Nazi policy to kill millions of Jews from across Europe from 1941 onwards.


  
 (
Stretch and Challenge/
Wi
der reading/independent research:
Read Alone in Berlin by Hans 
Fallada
Research ke
y topics in greater depth such as Auschwitz, 
Sobibor
, the 
Wannsee
 Conference etc
.
Read Ordinary Men: Police Battalion 101 by Christopher Browning
Find as many examples as you can o
f Nazi propaganda from the
 1930s. 
What message do they put across?
Listen to the 15 podcasts on the GCSE pod on Life in Nazi Germany 
 
)
