History Department:  
GCSE Paper. (AQA Paper One: Germany 1929-34) 
	Sub-topics

	1.1
	The Depression and its impact

	1.2 
	Hitler’s rise to power

	1.3 
	Hitler turns Germany in to a dictatorship


 (
Possible tasks:/GCSE style Questions/ Practice Exam Questions  
Question 1
 on the 
paper is always for 4 marks and asks how 2 interpretations of an event differ.
Question 2
 is always for 4 marks and asks why the 2 interpretations differ. You need to look at the provenance of the interpretations to answer this.
Question 3
 is for 8 marks and asks which interpretation is more convincing.  You need to compare the content of the interpretations to your own knowledge to answer this.
   
eg
 Questions 1,2 and 3 on p 79
Question 4 i
s for 4 marks and asks you to describe two events e.g.
 
Describe 
 2 problems faced by Germany in the Depression.
Question 5
 is for 8 marks and asks you to describe something e.g
. 
In what 
ways in which mainstream parties were affected by the Depression.
Question 6 is for 12 marks
 and asks you to assess the relative importance of 2 causes/events/consequences e.g
. which was the more important reason why Hitler came to power, the Depression or the Backstairs Plot?
)
 (
Key facts
Germany faced a depression with unemployment rising to 6m.
The mainstream parties failed to deal with this e.g. the collapse of Muller’s coalition
A political vacuum was created that was filled by extremist parties such as the Nazis and Communists who had clear solutions to the problems and by 1932 the Nazis were the largest party in the Reichstag.
Hindenburg did not make Hitler Chancellor at first but did so following Papen’s suggestion that they could control him
Hitler began to turn Germany into a dictatorship following his election win on the back of the Reichstag Fire. He passed the Enabling Act which he used to ban other parties and the Trade Unions.
His dictatorship was still not complete as he faced opposition within the party from Rohm and the 
Strasser
 brothers and Hindenburg as President could still dismiss him.
He dealt with Rohm and other internal opponents through the Night of the Long Knives and Hindenburg died in August 1934.
The Kaiser was influenced by the military and embarked on a naval building programme, partly to distract people from political problems but which also led to debt.
WW1 led to rising inflation, food shortages and a rise in support for Communism.
Knowing Germany faced defeat, the Kaiser abdicated in November 1918.
)


























	Key terms and Vocabulary

	Reichstag
	The German Parliament

	Democracy
	Where adults vote for members of the Reichstag

	Communism
	 A political ideology focused on equality and the confiscation of wealth and private property as well as improved conditions for the poor

	Dictatorship
	A one party state where the leader creates all laws

	Election
	Where all adults vote for representatives in the Reichstag

	Nazism
	An ideology combining racist ultra-nationalism, a belief in expansion through warfare, dictatorship and improving workers’ conditions

	Depression
	An economic crisis typified by deflation, collapsing demand and high unemployment

	S.A.
	A Nazi paramiltary organisation which attacked Communist and SPD meetings whilst protecting Nazi ones. It caused chaos across Germany in the early 1930s 

	Backstairs Plot
	Papen’s proposal to remove Schleicher as Chancellor and appoint Hitler which was approved by leading German Army officers and industrialists.



 (
Stretch and Challenge/
Wi
der reading/independent research:
Read The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich by William Shirer
Research key figures in greater depth e.g. Rohm, Hindenburg, van 
der
 
Lubbe
, Goebbels, the 
Strasser
 Brothers
.
Research the Wall St. Crash of 1929, particularly its causes.
Find as many examples as you can of Nazi election posters from the early 1930s. What message do they
 put across.
Listen to the 7 podcasts on 
GCSEpod
 on Germany and the Depression
 
)
