History Department: Knowledge Organiser Possible tasks: key Stage Three Questions:
1)  Why was Thomas Becket murdered?
2) How relevant is the Magna Carta to Britain today?
3) Was the rise of Parliament an economic change, a social change or a political change?
4) How useful is source A on p.105 regarding agriculture in the Middle Ages?
5)  What similarities and differences can you find between religious life in the Middle Ages and today?
6) What did people in the Middle Ages think caused disease and how effective were there cures?
7) What were the consequences of the Black Death?
8) What caused the Peasants’ Revolt?




 

Unit 6.   
Year 7: Mediaeval RealmsKey facts

1) Magna Carta introduced the concept of basic human rights for the first time, many of which are currently suspended. King John was forced to concede certain powers by the barons e.g. over taxation
2) The first Parliament met in 1265 when Simon de Montfort invited knights and burgesses as well as barons to a meeting of the Great Council. The knights and burgesses eventually became the House of Commons.
3) England’s principal export was raw wool and finished cloth, hence the Woolsack in the House of Lords. The main imports were timber, spices, wine, furs and spices.
4) Farming involved crop rotation with one field being left fallow each year. The main crops were wheat and barley. Tools such as scythes, ploughs, sickles and harrows are still used today.
5) England was a Catholic country in the Middle Ages. People wishing to join the church could become priests or monks. The monasteries were powerful institutions at this time.
6) Medicine was primitive at this time. Disease was often blamed on bad smells and worms. Treatments were ineffective e.g. blood-letting and being touched by the King.
7) The Black Death killed almost half of England and Europe’s population. It was the plague and reached Europe via the Silk Road from China. It changed English society e.g. it was a key factor in the breakdown of the feudal system and was a factor in the Peasants’ Revolt of 1381.


	Sub-topics

	1.1
	Thomas a Beckett’s murder

	1.2 
	The reduction of monarchical power including Magna Carta, Simon de Montfort and the rise of Parliament

	1.3 
	Mediaeval society including trade, industry, farming, religion, health, the Black Death and Peasants’ Revolt. 


Key Vocabulary 

	Key terms

	Martyr
	Someone who gives their life for their beliefs, especially religious.

	Parliament
	The people in the House of Commons and the House of Lords who pass laws

	Motte and Bailey castle
	A simple wooden castle which was quick to construct

	House of Commons/Lords
	The House of Commons represented the ordinary people, knights and burgesses. The Lords was for the aristocracy.

	Trade
	The import and export of goods

	Crop rotation
	Planting wheat and barley in different fields each year, leaving one field fallow (unplanted)

	Monastery
	Where monks lived and worshipped. Monasteries could also provide medical treatment, basic education and accommodation

	Black Death
	The plague, a disease spread by rats that killed around 50% of infected people

	Poll Tax
	A type of tax levied at the same rate regardless of income

	
	

	
	



Stretch and Challenge/ Wider reading/independent research:
1) Undertake your own research on Thomas Beckett and stage a pilgrimage to Canterbury
2) Research Parliament today. How has it changed since the Middle Ages? Are there any similarities?
3) How has trade changed since the Middle Ages?
4) Useful further reading includes: The Oxford Illustrated History of Mediaeval England .
5) Numerous videos on YouTube, including the Black Death by BBC Teach




