History Department Knowledge Organiser Unit Three.   Lower VI Stalin’s Rise   to Power . Possible tasks and questions:
1) Source questions p.81
2) “It was Stalin’s position as General Secretary that led him to take control of the USSR in 1928.” Explain why you agree or disagree with this statement.
3) “None of the contenders for power in 1924 possessed the qualities needed to be an effective leader of Russia.” Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.
4) Source questions p.90 and p.92
5) “Stalin’s success in the power struggle by 1928 was more due to his rivals’ weaknesses than his strengths.” Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.
6) The launch of Stalin’s Great Turn was primarily motivated by fear of war and invasion.” Explain why you agree or disagree with this statement.
7) “Stalin’s state was very different from Lenin’s.” Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.
8) Source question p.108
9) “Stalin’s attitude to foreign powers was driven by pragmatism, not ideology.” Explain why you agree or disagree with this view.




 

 Key facts

1) Lenin’s death led to a power vacuum and competition amongst senior Bolsheviks for power.
2) Lenin’s testament was critical of all senior Bolsheviks, especially Stalin. However, they all had good reason to supress it.
3) Stalin had a number of strengths in the leadership contest – his position as General Secretary, his ideological flexibility and the fact he was underestimated by many.
4) Trotsky had a number of strengths too. He had been close to Lenin, commanded the Red Army and was a great speaker.
5) However, Trotsky also had weaknesses, notably his rapid promotion which made many jealous, his controversial policies, his outspokenness and his lack of allies.
6) Trotsky was the leading figure on the Bolshevik left whereas figures such as Bukharin, Tomsky and Rykov were seen as being on the right.
7) Kamenev and Zinoviev were labelled October deserters because they had not supported Lenin’s plan for a revolution in October 1917.
8) The NEP was, like State Capitalism, a mixed economy. It was introduced to promote economic growth after the Civil War and was divisive within the Party. Trotsky saw this as a betrayal of Communist values but Stalin initially supported it.
9) The Great Turn took place in 1928-29 when Stalin jettisoned the NEP and introduced the 5-year plans and collectivisation – policies similar to those promoted by Trotsky. Both involved state ownership and co-ordination of agriculture and industry.
10) In foreign policy Stalin did not always align with Communist ideology e.g. his support for the Chinese nationalists over the Communists and his continuation of the treaties of Rapallo and Berlin with capitalist Germany. 
11) Stalin continued with the Comintern turning it into a tool of his foreign policy.

    

	Sub-topics


	1.1
	The power vacuum and power struggle and ideological debates: Lenin’s death; the strengths and weaknesses of Stalin, Trotsky and others; attitudes to the NEP and industrialisation; permanent revolution or socialism in one country. 

	1.2 
	The Great Turn including the decision to collectivise and the First Five Year Plan

	1.3
	Government, Propaganda and Foreign Policy: Stalin’s style of government,  propaganda and the creation of the Stalin cult; his attitude to foreign powers and changes to the Comintern.




Stretch and Challenge/ Wider reading/independent research:
1) Sheila Fitzpatrick: Russia in the Era of the NEP
2) Alec Nove: A History of the Soviet Union.
3) Robert Service: A History of the 20th Century Soviet Union
4) Robert Service: Stalin: A Biography
Key Vocabulary 

	Key terms

	Power Vacuum
	This occurs when there is no clear central power or authority, typically after the death of a strong leader and in the absence of a clear successor.

	Old Bolsheviks
	Those who had been party members before the revolution

	Socialism in One Country
	Developing socialism in the USSR rather than spreading it around the world. 

	War Communism
	The coercive socio-economic system introduced in the Civil War to ensure the feeding of the Red Army.

	Command Economy
	A top-down economic model involving state planning and the nationalisation of large enterprises and companies.

	NEP
	A mixed economy in which large enterprises fell under state control but smaller private enterprises were permitted

	The Great Turn
	Stalin’s decision to industrialise and launch collectivisation taken in 1928 and reversing his previous opposition to such policies

	Five Year Plan
	A centrally prepared economic plan which set targets in order to achieve growth and modernisation, primarily in heavy industry such as iron, coal, steel, power generation etc.

	Gosplan
	The government agency which set targets for production
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