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	The context of the four Gospels and an introduction to Mark’s Gospel
	


	The synoptic problem
	


	Parable of the Kingdom- Parable of the Sower and Parable of the Mustard Seed
	


	Jesus’ teaching on the KOG- Jesus and the children and the rich young man
	


	Jesus’ relationships with the sick- The man with Leprosy 
	


	Jesus’ relationships with the disregarded: The call of Levi, the Greek woman’s daughter, and the widow at the treasury
	


	Faith and discipleship- The call and mission of the twelve
	


	The costs and rewards of discipleship
	


	Key words
	 Source criticism: The analysis and study of the sources used by Biblical authors
Gospel: Literally means ‘Good news’
Synoptic: Means ‘of the same’. To see together in a common view.
Kingdom of God: The reign of God which will prevail when all people live according to God’s will
Evangelisation:  Preaching the good news about Jesus to other people.
Marginalise: To treat a person or group as insignificant or peripheral
Parable: A story with a spiritual meaning told by Jesus to challenge his listeners.

	Teacher assessed pieces of work
	1. Explore Jesus’ teaching in Mark’s Gospel on the Kingdom of God and explain how it may influence Christians today. (20)
2. The rewards of discipleship outweigh the costs.  Evaluate this statement with reference to Mark’s Gospel (10)


	Stretch and challenge
	Find out about the work of the Boaz trust in greater Manchester- how does their work link to the theme of Jesus and the disregarded in Mark’s Gospel?
Look up the prayer of humble access- how are the words of the Greek woman used?  Why do you think they are still used today?
Research the story of Maximillian Kolbe.  How is he a modern-day disciple?  Was his sacrifice necessary?
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	A study of the Gospels
	The Kingdom of God in Mark’s Gospel
	Jesus and the disregarded in Mark’s Gospel
	Faith and discipleship in Mark’s Gospel

	There are four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John).  They are accounts of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. 
         The Gospels were written around 65-85 AD.  From the death of Jesus until the Gospels were written, the good news about Jesus was passed down through the oral tradition (word of mouth).

The Gospels went through a process of redaction.  This means that the narratives were edited to suit the purpose of the author.  The authors also used different sources to gather their information.  The synoptic problem looks at how three of the Gospels are similar in narrative and sequence/wording.
	The Kingdom of God is a key theme in Mark’s Gospel.  It includes parables about the Kingdom and teachings of Jesus on how to enter the Kingdom.
          The parables of the Sower and the Mustard Seed make use of agricultural images that would have been easily understood by the day.  They communicate the growth in the Kingdom and the barriers to growth including distractions, wealth and persecution.

In Mark’s Gospel we learn that the Kingdom is open to everyone and that it is not merely an earthly Kingdom that can be defeated.  
	In Mark’s Gospel Jesus shows particular concern for the sick and marginalised in society. Jesus includes those marignalised due to illness (Leprosy), tax collectors, Gentiles (Non-Jews) and the poor.
         Jesus’ relationship to those that are marginalized is of key significance to Christians today. It should motivate Christians to fight against prejudice and discrimination and to help those in need.

Many Catholic charities are influenced by Jesus’ attitudes to the needy and work to tackle issues of injustice including CAFOD.
	Mark’s Gospel emphasizes the importance of discipleship.  It is Peter the disciple who first recognises Jesus as the Messiah.
      The call of the disciples in Mark’s Gospel is significant.  The willingness of the disciples to leave everything and follow Jesus is instant.  They are then sent out to spread the good news about Jesus.

Mark’s Gospel focuses on both the rewards and cost of being a disciple of Christ.  Jesus recognises that it would be challenging and may sometimes result in death, but that the rewards will include membership in the Kingdom.
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