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	Is all life of value?
	


	Sanctity of life and the unique roles of humans in creation
	


	Other Religious traditions and the sanctity of life

	

	Incarnation and sanctity of life
	


	IVF
	


	Embryonic stem cells and cloning
	


	Gene Therapy and designer babies
	


	Quality of life arguments
	



	Key words
	Sanctity of life: The belief that human life is sacred as humans were created in the image and likeness of God
Human dignity: The belief that humans have inherent dignity and are worthy of honor and respect.
Imago Dei:  A theological term used to show that human beings reflect the nature God.
Quality of life: The principle uses assessments of the quality of life that a person could potentially experience as a foundation for making decisions about the continuation or termination of life.

	Teacher assessed pieces of work
	Mid module HWK    /10





	Stretch and challenge
	Research the law on assisted dying and the recent developments in this area- which principle (sanctity or quality of life) underpin recent developments.
Read the article ‘Covid-19 and the doctor’s dilemma’.  How have both the sanctity of life and quality of life principles underpinned the response to covid-19?
Watch ‘My Sister’s keeper’ and consider the different ethical arguments surrounding ‘savior siblings’
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	Sanctity of life
	Implications of Sanctity of life (areas of debate)
	Quality of life

	Christians believe that all life is sacred because God created life and it was good.
     For Christians, human life is different from the rest of creation. Humans were created to have stewardship and dominion over all things. This means people are in some ways reflections of God in that we are rational, free, moral and relational.

The Catholic Church regards human life as sacred.  Genesis 1:26-27 says we are created in the image and likeness of God, which gives dignity to all human beings.  Imago Dei (image of God) is a theological term used to show that human beings reflect the nature God.

	Ethical issues arise around the belief that human life is sacred. Catholics believe that human life begins at conception i.e. when the sperm fertilises the ovum. 

A human life must be respected and protected absolutely from the moment of conception. From the first moment of his existence a human being must be recognised as having the rights of a person.  This means that Catholic do not support abortion or Euthanasia as both include the destructions of human life.  Only God should give life and only God should take it away. 

Issues also arise regarding sanctity of life with medical practices such as IVF, embryo research and gene therapy as these practices involve humans in some way disregarding the belief that only God should give life.
	The quality of life principle uses assessments of the quality of life that a person could potentially experience as a foundation for making decisions about the continuation or termination of life.
       Under this principle, all human life is not sacred and can be terminated if it is deemed that the quality of life that the person experiences is not adequate.  For example, if a person is in a vegetative state.  

The quality of life principle can have a significant impact, particular in the area of medicine.  It can dictate which medical treatments to fund, who has access to different treatments etc.  The Catholic Church rejects this principle as it can discriminate against the most vulnerable in society.
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