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	What is a covenant?
	


	Genesis 2- Adam and Eve and the story of the Fall
	


	Noah’s ark

	

	Abraham’s Covenant
	


	Moses and the Sinai covenant
	


	The Davidic covenant
	


	Prophecies of hope- a new covenant
	



	Key words
	Covenant: A solemn and binding agreement based on love and faithfulness.  Made between God and his people in the Bible
Prophet: A messenger of God who speaks the definitive word of God to us and calls us to respond
Unconditional love: A love which is not dependent on the worthiness of the one who is loved.
Ten Commandments: The list of laws given to Moses on Mount Sinai.
Sin: A failure to live as God intends

	Teacher assessed pieces of work
	1. ‘Explore why Abraham is seen as a role model for Jews and Christians today.’ (20)
2. ‘The covenant at Sinai is the most important of the Old Testament covenants.’ Evaluate this statement (10)

	Stretch and challenge
	Read the Olive tree blog on covenants olivetree.com/blog/discover-5-covenants-bible/ and develop in depth your understanding of the significance of the covenants.
Prepare a debate on the following ‘Israel’s idolatry only differs in form from what people worship today.’ 
What leaders today might need to consider the story of the Ten plagues.  Research different leaders and explain how they may benefit from recognizing God as the ultimate King.
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	Old Testament covenantal story
	Abraham’s faith in God 
	The importance of the Sinai covenant
	God’s promises to David
	Looking forward

	The Old Testament shows us that God created the world out of unconditional love and remains faithful to people even when they have fallen away through sin.

Through a study of Genesis, we learn that humanity at the beginning failed to live as God intended and fell into sin.

From Genesis we learn that the human relationship with God, with one another and with creation was broken- this is what we call sin.


	The covenants are solemn promises between God and human beings

God chose Abraham and made a covenant with him and his descendants.
   
Abraham was a man of great faith and put his full trust in God.  He was rewarded and God promised that he would be the father of all nations.

 Abraham is a great figure of faith for both Christians and Jews.  Jews still hold this covenant as valid today, seen in the practice of circumcision.  


	Through Moses, God lead the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.  This highlights God’s love for his people.

God made a covenant with his people through Moses in Mount Sinai.  It is here that Moses was given God’s laws; The Ten Commandments.

Through following the Ten commandments, God will protect the Israelites and they will be his people.
	David was chosen by the prophet Samuel to succeed King Saul.  

David had unfailing trust in God which was evidenced through his willingness to defeat Goliath In the name of God.  He was a great king to the Israelites.

The covenant with David is that his kingdom will last forever and one of his descendants will be the Messiah.


	The prophets were messengers sent by God to communicate his message.

Time and again God sends prophets to his people to call them to conversion and the renewal of the Covenant

Isaiah and Jeremiah delivered a message of hope.  They look forward to a new covenant which will bring about the redemption of all.
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