Virtue ethics- Knowledge organiser
	Sub-topics
· Historical and cultural influences on Aristotle’s Virtue Ethics
· Aristotle’s understanding of telos and its relevance to the theory
· Concepts of Eudaimonia and living well
· Virtues and the golden mean
· The development of virtuous character (Habituation and Phronesis) and virtuous role models
· An evaluation of Aristotle’s virtue ethics including its continuing application and compatibility with Religious approaches.
· Contemporary applications of Virtue ethics including P Foot and A MacIntyre

	Possible Questions (Note Virtue ethics is also a topic that has an anthology piece)
8 mark
Explore the concepts of living well and eudaimonia in virtue ethics

Explore one contemporary theory of virtue ethics

Explore the historical and cultural influences on virtue ethics

12 mark
Analyse the strength of virtue ethics as an ethical theory for moral decision making (12)
Analyse to what extent humans can live a virtuous life (12)

20 mark
Assess whether the strengths of virtue ethics outweigh the weaknesses. (20)
Assess the strength of the golden mean in guiding ethical decision making. (20)

30 mark
Evaluate the claim that virtue ethics fails to offer an authoritative basis for moral decision making. 

Evaluate the claim that neither virtue ethics or deontology offer a useful approach to moral decision making.

Evaluate the view that virtue ethics fails as an ethical theory for moral decision making

	Stretch and challenge/Suggested further reading

P Vardy- Puzzle of Ethics: Ch 3: Aristotle and virtue theory


P Vardy- Puzzle of Ethics Ch 8: MacIntyre: Virtue theory revisited. 


https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/aristotle-ethics/ 

Panpsycast- Episode 28 (4 parts) Aristotle’s virtue ethics


	Key words

Virtues: Excellences or qualities of mind and character
Eudaimonia: Human flourishing- The highest human good, the only human good that is desirable for its own sake (as an end in itself) rather than for the sake of something else (as a means toward some other end).
Telos: end or purpose.  For Aristotle, the final cause helps us understand the ultimate purpose of a thing/person.  When something functions well it can thrive and fulfil its purpose. 
Habituation:  .  Moral virtues are acquired through habit/practice. We develop our moral virtues through repeated and guided practice in moral actions.
Golden mean: The midpoint between excess and deficiency.   The mean requires us to regulate our emotions and responses to people and situations so that we are eventually able to conduct ourselves with dignity
[bookmark: _GoBack]Agent centred:  Ethical theories which make judgements about persons rather than actions.  Emphasises the role of character and virtue.

	Key scholars

Aristotle
P Foot
A MacIntyre

	Starting point- Important key facts
·  Virtue ethics was developed into an Ethical theory by Aristotle, one of the ancient Greek Philosophers
· Aristotle claimed that the focus of morality should not be on what we do or what we achieve, but who we are.  
· ‘We are not concerned to know what goodness is but how to become good people, since otherwise our enquiry would be useless.- Aristotle
· Aristotle intended the practice of virtuous behaviour to be part of the overall pursuit of becoming a virtuous person.  Rather than prescribing that people do virtuous acts, Aristotle believed that people to become virtuous.
· Aristotle believed that developing virtue achieves the purpose of human beings which is human flourishing.  Through practice and habit, moral agents can develop virtuous character traits which means they naturally act virtuously in all situations.
· Aristotle split virtues into intellectual and moral virtues.  He claimed that intellectual virtues could be cultivated through instructions, but moral virtues can only be cultivated through habit.
· Aristotle claims that we all have the potential to develop these intellectual and moral virtues, however it is likely that only a few people will be able to cultivate potential virtues into actual virtues
· To work out what can be considered a virtue, Aristotle said moral agents need to find the mean or balance between two vices, avoiding excess or deficiency.
· To work out the mean, individuals need to use practical wisdom (Phronesis).  This is an individual process of working out what virtue is suited to each situation and each individual, thus there are no rules and maxims on how to act.  Individuals use their autonomy and intellect to what is good in that situation, but what will produce the good life in general.
· As well as using the golden mean and practical wisdom, Aristotle believed that role models who lead a virtuous life can act as a source of inspiration to others.  
· Virtue ethics has seen a revival in recent year with theories from philosopher such as P Foot and A MacIntyre.  This revival has partly been a response to ethical theories that are act centred or consequentialist and therefore take the focus away from the development of the person in ethical decision making.




