Unit 4: Ways of Interpreting Scripture - Knowledge organiser
	Sub-topics
· Four principles of Hermeneutics
· Exegesis and Eisegesis
· The Bible as an ‘Inspired’ text
· Literal interpretation 
· Allegorical Interpretation
· Moral Interpretation
· Karl Barth and Rudolph Bultmann – Story of God and demythologising scripture
· Four post-enlightenment approaches:
· Rational approach
· Historical Approach
· Sociological Approach
· Literary Approach

	Possible H/WK/Questions 
8 mark
Explore the contribution of the analogical approach to interpreting the Bible. 
Explore the concept of the Literal approach to interpreting the Bible.
Explore the four post enlightenment approaches to interpreting the Bible.  
Explore the differences between the moral and anagogical approach to interpreting the Bible

12 mark
Assess the view that the analogical approach to Biblical Interpretation might lead to Eisegesis 
Assess to what extent Karl Barth and Rudolph Bultmann agreed on how the Bible should be interpreted

30 mark
Evaluate the strengths of the Literal approach to interpreting the Bible. 
Evaluate the view that the Moral interpretation can be a valuable way to interpret scripture
Evaluate the view that the allegorical approach is the most reliable way to interpret scripture

	Stretch and challenge/Suggested further reading

Sir James Frazer ‘The Golden Bough’

Joseph Campbell and the “Hero’s Journey”






	Key words

Allegory – Text with hidden or secondary meaning where key points and features represent something else.
Deism – Popular belief in the Enlightenment, the worship of a non-interventionist God. A rejection of organised religion and miracles.
De-Mythologizing – Bultmann’s project to strip away any mythological or supernatural details from the Bible in order to reveal its true preaching and teaching.
Eisegesis – The imposition of a reader’s own meanings onto a text.
Exegesis – Analysing Bible passages in order to discern their meaning.
Hermeneutics – Technique for interpreting the Bible.
Inerrancy – ‘Without error’; belief that every word of the Bible is true.
Literalism – Interpreting the Bible in a straightforward and factual way.
Myth – A story that may not be factually true but that contains a deeper meaning. A pre-scientific way of explaining the world.
Narrative Theology – Hermeneutic approach that interprets the Bible as a story and resists attempts to reduce it to a series of propositions.

	Key scholars

Origen
Thomas Aquinas
Karl Barth
Rudolph Bultmann
C S Lewis
Alistair McGrath



	Starting point- Important key facts
·  Christians believe that God inspired the writers of scripture. This leads to three possible outcomes:
· The Bible is inerrant as it is God’s direct word.
· God inspired the authors and works through them with the power of the Holy Spirit; the words are those of the authors but guided by the spirit.
· God inspired and worked through individuals who were writing about situations and issues in their own time or place.
· The literal approach means that, unless there is a specific reason to believe otherwise, scripture should be read as an account of actual events, people and statements.
· The allegorical sense of Interpretation builds on the Literal sense by providing deeper meanings. 
· The Moral sense sees the text as a tool for the teaching of Ethical lessons.
· The anagogical approach leads the interpreter to read scripture theologically as an allusion to heaven and the afterlife
· The Rational approach sees meaning in the text through rational application of reason, this can however lead to an approach where only what is believed to be rational is accepted.
· The Historical approach seeks to find meaning in the context in which a text was written; This can allow modern scholars to get closer to the early church but can be revisionist, reflecting the scholar’s own biases.
· The sociological approach compares the early church to its surrounding society and contemporary religions and cultures. This can aid an understanding of certain actions and responses but can impose modern assumptions on to the early believers.
· The Literary approach considers the Bible as a piece of Literature. This builds on the historical approach and allows the reader to gain an insight into the beliefs and life of the early Church, though it can be overly subjective and may be open to presenting textual meanings that may never have been intended.




