Knowledge Organiser 
Year 8
Term 3Exemplary ‘Big’ Questions:
How has theatre evolve to what we have come to expect today?
Which era / movement in theatre history has had the biggest impact on modern theatre?  

What is modern theatre like in the 21st century?   

How and why might an actor’s preparation for performance differ today?
How have theatre buildings been shaped by theatre history?
Why have people made plays throughout history? 
Why do people make plays today? 

	Topic:   Moving towards Modern Theatre

	How theatre History has shaped modern day theatre practice (style and content)


Key skills

Making, performing and responding
Make performances, perform to an audience, respond to performances seen
· Develop focus and control when performing
· Interpret script extracts
· Move ideas from page to stage
· Advance analytical skills when making and responding to performances 
· Evaluate the dramatic potential of performance for an audience.
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Possible homework tasks:
Research theatrical styles / genres/ practitioners and playwrights
Research the social, cultural, historical and political context of this moment in theatre history
Devised your own performance / write a script in this style
Watch a production to develop your understanding of the style further
Key Vocabulary
Naturalism, Epic Theatre, Brecht, Stanislavski, T.I.E , didactic, political, alienation effect, empathy, 4th wall,  
Illusion of reality, story organization (beginning, middle, end), plot structures (rising action, turning point, falling action), cyclical structure, dialogue, monologue, duologue, interpretation, staging arrangement. 

Assessment: Group performance, performed to the class, plus observations of making and responding in class, overall level awarded in line with drama progression table
Stretch and Challenge – wider reading / independent tasks:
Deepen research into theatrical styles, theatre practitioners and playwrights. Read plays 
Research advice for actors.                                   Attend the theatre / visiting performances
Watch performances on Digital theatre plus;
Username: student.stambrose
Password: dt123
Explore the National Theatre’s YouTube channel            Visit BBC Bitesize – Drama page       
Explore the National Theatre’s collection: https:www.dramaonlinelibrary.com  username: 1Dt-0Fq password: 4Qu(6Rs& 

