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	Intro course: issue exercise books, knowledge organisers, HW: read BB before 3rd Oct.

Acting training /team work / imp of trust/ building an ensemble
Drama terminology

Monologue 1st performance
Assessment criteria / expectations at GCSE (film)

Impro BB 5 min version
Duologue: Blood Brothers 
Q1-4 BB in class
Exemplar answers BB

Intro Live Productions, remind of key skills, content, purpose, structure, share notes from Odyssey as exemplar

Key homework:
Read BB independently
Preparation for mono performance – learning lines / costume / music
Watching and analysing a recorded live production.
Embedding drama terminology in live pro’ notes
Key assessment:
Performance of a monologue marked to GCSE spec’ criteria
Drama terminology test
	Intro to devising

Why not work from a script? 
Watch past student’s work
Research: devised theatre companies inc Ad Infinitum

Intro stimuli for devising (Greek stories)

Tues 22 Nov (week B) Live Pro
Beautiful Evil Things (BET) Ad-Infinitum, Lecture theatre 3:45pm 

Live Pro notes on BET
Example essay and learn essay structure.

BB: Who is Russell why did he write the play?

Key homework:
Improved and complete set of live pro notes
45 min live pro essay
(embed drama terms)

Key assessments:
Live pro notes
Live pro essay

	Drama terminology test

Finalise groups, intro GCSE stimuli for devising

Begin to create devised performance, scaffold with techniques 

Intro section 1 Log, structure, content, mark criteria

Tues 31st Jan: Live Pro trip: Lowry,
The Nature of Forgetting, Theatre Re

Key homework: 
Draft section 1 log
Live pro notes on The Nature of Forgetting

Key assessments:
Section 1 log
Initial assessment of practical skills demonstrated in the make of the group devised performance


	Develop devised performance 

Intro section 2 log, structure, content, mark criteria


Key homework: 
Prac mock paper: Live pro
Revise drama terminology

Complete section 2


Key assessments:
Midway assessment of devised piece, formal feedback against mark criteria.
Section 2 log


	Completing performances

Showcase, film performances

Intro section 3 log, structure, content, mark criteria


Preparing for written mock exam: revising live pro, drama terms

Key homework: 
Complete section 3
Submit full log for exam board assessment
Revise for mock exam (live pro, drama terminology)

Key assessments:
Prac mock paper: drama terminology, Live Pro
Section 3 log
	Mock exam: 45 minute written exam: drama terminology, live productions

Feedback on exam

Return to Blood Brothers key scenes past questions

Key homework: 
Complete past paper on BB

Key assessments:
Mock exam paper: drama terminology, Live Pro






To help you with organisation in this subject please read the following information carefully and share this with your parents. 

Your class is called: 10 C GCSE Drama.    Your lessons are:   Week A: Tues p3, Thurs p3.    Week B: Mon p 2, Wed p 2, Fri p4   If you, or your parents need to get in touch with me outside of lesson time, please email me: mrsltaylor@st-ambrosecollege.org.uk
Congratulations on choosing GCSE Drama.  This is a challenging and exciting course which you are likely to gain a host of highly transferable skills from and I hope you are also able to develop a passion for theatre. This GCSE will require you to be focused, organised and committed. People who do well at GCSE are able to work independently, they listen and usually go the extra mile. This year 54% of GCSE Drama students gained levels 8 or 9. As a teacher I have high expectations for you. I am impressed by effort, you don’t have to be the best actor, certainly not the loudest person, often people who score most highly in acting assessments are quieter students who can reflect and observe and make their acting convincing. Equally you might have an interest in lighting or set design, there is flexibility in the course to be able to suit your needs and interests. You will be working independently and in groups for your GCSE assessments. During this time, you will be asked to tell me who you want to work with and who you don’t want to work. I am giving you advanced notice of this so that you can demonstrate to both me and the class that you are someone who can be relied upon and desirable for group assessments. You will need good attendance and a strong work ethic from day one, please avoid any unnecessary absences.
The course is split into 3 areas:  
	Component 1: Written exam 

40% (80 marks) 1hr 45mins

Theatre Terminology / 4

Blood Brothers /44

Live Productions /32 

	Component 2: Devising Drama 

40% (80 marks) filmed marked by teacher, moderated by AQA 

Written log /60

Performance /20

	Component 3: Scripted 

20% (40 marks) marked by visiting examiner from AQA

2 performances from the same play each marked out of 20




You will be surprised how quickly this year will go. You will have an introduction, get to know each other then you will be preparing to perform for your first ‘baseline assessment’, this will be a monologue (a script that you will choose which you will perform on your own). This will help both me and the group be able to see your acting ability and the types of roles you could be suited to. You will be expected to learn lines, use costume, props, set and if you wish music and lighting to take full ownership of your performance and make it as effective as possible. You will be given a selection of monologues which you could choose from, however you will also be able to select your own from a play, film or even write one. 
We will be using class charts for recording homework, you will be issued with a Drama exercise book which will be used for written work, this needs to be backed and kept neat, you must glue handouts into your book securely and bring this to each lesson. You should also get a notebook which can be used for making rough notes in the theatre and during workshops. You will be studying the play ‘Blood Brothers’ by Willy Russell and will find it helpful to have you own copy of the text so that you can annotate notes for revision. I would recommend purchasing a used copy as this will reduce the cost, the play is widely available online and in book shops.   

	Yr10 Term 1 knowledge organiser

	Aims this term: 
· Understand the GCSE course
· Develop strong team and work ethic
· Know who you work well with for group assessments
· Demonstrate current skill level 
· Know how to work at a higher level required for GCSE Drama
· Learn Drama terminology
· Study the play BB
· Undertake independent research into BB
· Learn about how to answer Live production questions at GCSE level.
· Watch a Live Production
· Make a set of GCSE standard Live Pro notes
· Demonstrate acting skills through formal assessments

	Key homework: 
Read BB independently
Preparation for mono performance – learning lines / costume / music
Watching and analysing a recorded live production.
Embedding drama terminology in live pro’ notes
Improved and complete set of live pro notes
45 min live pro essay
(embed drama terms)

Key assessments: 
Performance of a monologue marked to GCSE spec’ criteria
Drama terminology test 
Live pro notes
Live pro essay

Key skills: 
Vocal and physical skills as a performer
Ability to describe, explain, analyse evaluate in written work. 
Ability to identify strengths and weaknesses in own and other’s work
	Independent study and wider reading
Study and watch plays from the National Theatre’s collection for live production analysis and consideration for scripted performances: 
                https:www.dramaonlinelibrary.com           Username: 1Dt-0Fq,            Password: 4Qu(6Rs&
Read plays belonging to different theatrical genres and styles

Read Blood Brothers (at least 5 times before the final exam)

Research living conditions in 1980’s Liverpool to support understanding of the social, historical and cultural context of Blood Brothers

Watch clips from past productions of Blood Brothers on youtube

Research set designs for Blood Brothers to help develop your own design ideas. 



	Exemplary ‘Big’ Questions:
What makes some performances more successful than others?
What ideas can you draw on from performances seen?
What do you need to do to work at a higher level? 
How could other performance elements such as sound and lighting enhance the piece?
Which script would enable you to demonstrate advanced level acting skills and why?
How was the playwright/ practitioner influenced by the social, cultural, political context they were living in?
Who do you work best with, why?

	Key Vocabulary:  
Staging positions: 
Upstage. Downstage. 
Stage left. Stage right. 
Centre stage. 
Downstage left / right/ centre. 
Upstage left/ right/ centre. 
Centre stage left/right

Staging arrangements: end on, traverse, thrust, in-the-round, proscenium arch.

	Key Vocabulary / phrases continued’:  

Vocal skills: 
Tone, pitch, pace.
Timbre
Intonation, inflection. 
Articulation
Accent

Physical skills: 
Gesture, body language, gait


	

	
	




	Yr10 Term 2 knowledge organiser

	Aims this term: 
· Begin to develop creative staging ideas for devised performance
· Take inspiration from performances seen and techniques studied
· Work in a group to make a devised performance which demonstrates a high level of creativity and a wide range of vocal and physical skills
· Understand how you will be assessed in this area of the course both practically and in your written NEA
· Know what the key features of success are for NEA written devised logs. 
· Draft NEA devised log
· Continue to prepare for Live Production written mock exam by improving live production notes and improving structure and content of live production essays
	Key homework: 
Re-read BB independently
Draft section 1 &2 log
Live pro notes on The Nature of Forgetting
Prac mock paper: Live pro
Revise drama terminology

Key assessments: 
Section 1 log
Initial assessment of practical skills demonstrated in the make of the group devised performance
Midway assessment of devised piece, formal feedback against mark criteria.
Section 2 log
Prac mock paper: Live pro

Key skills: 
Creativity / use of imagination, appropriate selection and application of dramatic techniques, communication skills, audience awareness, vocal and physical skills as an actor, clarity in log, detail in description and evaluation.
	Independent study and wider reading
Watch snippets of productions to gain staging ideas and stop techniques you could implement in your devised performance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rssboxELoV0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ku1_NdgPFT0
The National Theatre’s collection:
                https:www.dramaonlinelibrary.com           Username: 1Dt-0Fq,            Password: 4Qu(6Rs&
Or digital theatre plus:
edu.digitaltheatreplus.com
username:   student.stambrose
password: mark@5197
Read Blood Brothers (at least 5 times before the final exam)

Research devising techniques: google search ‘guide to devising’ (check out Pearson or Frantic assembly’s guides)

Research into Theatre Re ahead of seeing the show https://www.theatrere.co.uk/the-nature-of-forgetting.html


	Exemplary ‘Big’ Questions:
Why do some theatre companies devise rather than work from scripts?
What is the purpose of theatre?
How would you want an audience to respond?
Which drama techniques are more interesting for an audience to experience/ impressive for a performer?
How can you document your process from initial idea to end product?
What key changes have you made? How? Why? 
What are the key features of a top-grade answer?
How successful is your performance? How do you know this?
	Key Vocabulary:  
Non-naturalistic
Spontaneous
Exploration
Theme
Context
Spatial awareness 
Auditorium 
Morph
Interaction 
Tension 
Characterisation 
Physicalisation 
Energy / force
	Key Vocabulary / phrases continued’:  

Reflect
Theatre practitioner
Target audience
Idiosyncrasy
Intonation
Inflection
Intensity 
Interactive
Multisensory
Immersive
Episodic
Cyclical structure

	Yr10 Term 3 knowledge organiser

	Aims this term: 
· Make close reference to mark criteria and examples / WAGOLLs to complete devised performances and devised logs
· Respond appropriately to criticism / feedback
· Collaborate effectively to make improvements to the piece
· Ensure performance timings adhere to specification requirements (group size 2- 6, timings 3-20 mins)
· Ensure full range of skills are demonstrated 
· Draft section 3 log
· Refine all 3 sections of the log
· Continue to prepare for Live Production written mock exam by improving live production notes and improving structure and content of live production essays
	Key homework: 
Complete section 3 of the log
Submit full log for exam board assessment
Revise for mock exam (live pro, drama terminology)

Key assessments: 
Midway assessment of devised piece, formal feedback against mark criteria.
Section 2 log
Prac mock paper: drama terminology, Live Pro
Section 3 log

Key skills: 
Ability to critically reflect on the strengths and weaknesses of devised work (performance and log)
Ability to make use of exemplar material and feedback to improve work
Understand a range of theatre terms 
select an appropriate production for the question 
describe acting or design skills in detail
analyse the impact of the acting (you and the audience)
evaluation of the success (why was it so good?)

	Independent study, revision and wider reading

Improve live production notes by working out which skills needs more detail: use 3 different coloured highlighters: 1 for description (highlight every time you’ve described acting in 1 colour then spot places where the description could be even more precise and detailed and make improvements) 2 for analysis (highlight every time you’ve said – this showed, this made me think/ realise/ this suggested – spot how you could expand this analysis by weighing up how the effect or impact was created, make improvements). 3 for evaluation (highlight every time you said this was successful because – spot how you could improve your evaluation by making more judgement of why it was so good – what made it so convincing/ impressive / how did the actor impact the moment – the scene, the style of the piece? What would happen to the scene if a less skilled actor played this part? 

Read reviews of the piece of theatre you will be writing about in the mock exam, lift phrases used to describe moments of success and add these to your notes. 

Research what theatre critics think makes a good performance/ performer. 

Read: An Actor Prepares” by Constantin Stanislavsky


	Exemplary ‘Big’ Questions:
What makes some performances more successful than others?
Why are some performers more convincing than others?
What ideas can you draw on from performances seen?
How can you show a high level of theatrical skill, originality and invention throughout your piece?


	Key Vocabulary:  
Characterisation
Breaking the forth wall
Narration
Narrative device
Storytelling
Engaging
Imaginative
Compelling

	Key Vocabulary / phrases continued’:  
Subtext
Projection
Diction
Articulation 
Pace
Pause
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