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	Sub-topics

· An introduction to the main issues in environmental ethics 
· The biblical approach to the environment 
· A Christian ethical approach to the environment 
· Secular ethical approaches to the environment 
· Animal welfare 


	Possible H/WK/Questions 
8 mark
Explore the concepts of stewardship and conservation from an ethical perspective. 
Explore different ethical perspectives towards animal welfare. 
Explore legal changes regarding climate change and waste management 
Explore religious perspective regarding stewardship.

12 mark
Assess the strength of religious ethical approaches to environmental ethics. 
Assess to what extent deep ecology fails as an ethical approach to the environment 
Assess the usefulness of religious and ethical perspectives on stewardship of the natural world.

30 mark
Evaluate the claim that God is the most important part of stewardship. 
Evaluate the claim that religious ethical approaches to the environment cannot allow for positive change.

	Stretch and challenge/Suggested further reading
Bowie, R. Ethical Studies
Vardy, Peter and Charlotte. Ethics Matters(2013) 
Pope Francis- Laudato Si 
Attfield Robin, Environmental Ethics: A Very Short Introduction

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/ethics-environmental/
https://religious-studies.simplerosites.com/courses/18407/lessons/254907

Panpsycast podcast-
https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/episode75-p1
https://thepanpsycast.com/panpsycast2/episode75-p2



	Key words
Anthropocentric- An approach to the environment that places human interests above those of any other species 
Bio-centric- An approach to environmental ethics that extends the status of moral object from human beings to all living things in nature (animals) 
Climate change- Large-scale, long-term shift in the planet’s weather patterns or average temperatures 
Conservation- Concerned with how humans should interact and understand the nature of the environment 
Deep ecology- An ecological movement that views the natural world as having intrinsic value 
Eco-centric- An approach that holds that Earth’s ecology and ecosystems have intrinsic value
Sentience- Being able to feel pleasure and pain 
Shallow ecology- Conservation and protections of the environment should take place because it is in our interest to do so
Stewardship- A theological idea which holds God has given the earth to human beings and expects them to look after it 
Sustainability- The earth’s capability to continue supporting life 
The Gaia hypothesis- Argues that the Earth is a self-regulating system and, by itself, regulated the environment so that it is perfectly suited to life on earth 
	Key scholars

Clough 
Leopold 
Naess
Pope Francis 
Singer
St. Francis of Assisi 
White 

	Starting point- Important key facts
·  There are 2 key approaches to environmental ethics: conservation (the secular practice of caring for the environment e.g. motivation by a desire to benefit human beings or to benefit all living things), and stewardship (the Christian practice of caring for the environment because it is a God-given gift.) 
· There are two different secular beliefs that may drive conservation- anthropocentrism and biocentrism. 
· In Genesis we see evidence of both dominion and stewardship. Dominion is an anthropocentric approach which places human interests above other species. Some may critique this particular belief as it doesn’t insinuate treating God’s creation as having intrinsic value or that it is a gift to protect as many Christian’s believe.
· Scholars such as Lynn White believe that those Christian’s that advocate for a dominion approach bear guilt for the devastation of nature in the west, as believing human’s come first has led to negative consequences for the environment. He also says the Christian view of dominion was central to the industrial revolution, in which the natural world was viewed as something to be exploited for the sake of human progress
· Stewardship is preferred by many as whilst it recognises the special position of human beings, it still demands care and responsibility towards the rest of creation 
· The Franciscan approach to the environment (influenced by St. Francis of Assisi), supports an eco-centric approach to environmental ethics. Francis extends the inherent brotherhood or sisterhood of humanity to all creation. Creation reflects the goodness and beauty of God and must therefore be conserved. This approach is also Christocentric- Christ centred- God became human and existed within nature. 
· Laudato Si by Pope Francis takes a Franciscan approach to the environment and emphasises the inherent value and interconnectedness of creation
· Deep ecologists feel the whole eco-system has moral worth. Scholars such as Leopold stress that humans should not see themselves as conquerors of nature but should learn to live in harmony. Everything is interconnected. Scholars Naess and Sessions proposed an eightfold deep ecology platform, stating proposition such as ‘all life has value in itself, independent of its usefulness to humans.’
· Shallow ecology on the other hand, only values animals and plants in relation to their value for humans
· Peter Singer advocates animal rights by arguing against speciesism 




