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	The problem of suffering and the inconsistent triad
	


	
The Augustine theodicy
	

	The Irenaean theodicy
	


	Free will defence/theodicy
	


	A non-religious viewpoint on suffering
	


	How is God revealed through suffering?  The story of Job
	


	Jesus’ redemptive suffering
	


	How are Christians called to respond to suffering?
	


	Key words
	Moral evil: Suffering which is caused by the sinful actions of human beings, e.g. murder
Natural evil: Suffering which is not caused by the sinful actions of human beings, e.g. disease and natural disasters
Theodicy: Literally means “a legal defence of God”.  An attempt to explain how God can be loving and all-powerful even though suffering exists.
Redemptive suffering: The idea that suffering is somehow effective in freeing human beings from
sin and preparing them for eternal life with God. The idea that suffering is ultimately good for those who experience it
The fall: The Fall is the corruption that occurs in human nature and the natural world as a consequence of the sin of Adam and Eve.  It explains why the world is imperfect.

	Teacher assessed pieces of work
	



	Stretch and challenge
	Further GCSE material can be found here https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zhmhgk7/revision/4 

Further A-Level reading on this unit can be found here  
https://philosophydungeon.weebly.com/problem-of-evil--suffering.html 

Watch the following clip on the selfish Gene: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6gE_IPTXznM (You could also read the book)


Knowledge organiser: Year 8 – ‘How is God revealed through suffering?’

	The problem of evil and suffering
	Christian defense of suffering
	Non-Religious explanation of suffering
	How is God revealed through suffering?

	God intended human beings to live forever in peace with God and creation.  However, we do not live-in peace and we have lost our harmony with the world and ultimately with God. We read of this disharmony within creation in the story of the Fall in Genesis 3. (Adam and Eve)
Many would argue that the existence of evil and suffering suggests that God does not exist or that key Christian beliefs about God are inconsistent with the existence of evil and suffering.
There are two types of evil: moral evil and natural evil.
The inconsistent triad is an argument against the concept of an all-powerful and all-loving God whilst suffering persists. The existence of suffering alongside an all-loving (omnibenevolent) and all-powerful (omnipotent) God are argued to be contradictory.
	There are 3 key Christian theodicies/defenses of suffering that we will study in this unit.
Augustine’s theodicy: Augustine believed that all humans were created perfect and that they were given free will. However, humans use that free will to turn away from God and chose to sin. Augustine’s theodicy bases the origin of evil and suffering on humanity and takes that responsibility away from God.
Irenaean theodicy: God made humans imperfect and is therefore partly responsible for the existence of evil.  By creating imperfect humans, individuals are given the chance to develop and grow through a soul-making process into children of God.
Free-will defence: Free-will was necessary for humans to have a loving and meaningful relationship with God.  However, we do not always use our free-will for good and can sometimes ring about evil.  God cannot force us to do good as we are free beings, therefore suffering is a necessary consequence of free-will.
	A non-religious world view put forward by Richard Dawkins suggests that suffering is an inevitable
consequence of evolution and living in a physical world.
Dawkins, in his book ‘The selfish Gene argues that through the process of natural selection and survival of the fittest, selfish genes will naturally survive and replicate.  In this way, suffering may be a necessary consequence of evolution.
	A reading of the Bible can help us to understand how God can be revealed through suffering.
The story of Job: 


The suffering of Christ: Christians can take comfort from the suffering of Christ.  
Christians should not seek suffering, but when they are confronted with unavoidable suffering, it can become meaningful for them if they unite their sufferings with the sufferings of Christ:

Christians have the duty to alleviate suffering in the world.  Jesus teaches that we should care for those who suffer and show them mercy.
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