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Key facts
Muhammad was born in Mecca in AD 570. He was a member of the powerful 
Koraish
 tribe who were pagans.
Muhammad become disillusioned with the worship of so many pagan Gods and visited Mount Hira to contemplate life.
In AD 610 he heard revelations from the Angel Gabriel whilst he was on the mountain. A key revelation was that there was only one God and people should obey him and follow his rules.
Islam spread because 
it’s
 beliefs were popular, Muhammad led by example and 
after
 a series of battles with the 
Koraish
, the Muslims gained control over much of Arabia by the time of Muhammad’s death.
Islam expanded vastly in the years to AD 750, conquering many 
lands due to military strength and the way they treated conquered peoples. 
 
Islam developed great knowledge in a variety of areas which have influence today: medicine, art and architecture, mathematics, science, geography and trade. This peri
od is often called ‘The Golden Age of Islam’.
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3.1 
Using pages 52-55 and video evidence write an essay on the life of Muhammad and how he established the Muslim faith by the time of his death.
3.2
 Assessment preparation by reviewing and explaining the text and the sources on pages 56-57. Clarify how and why Islam expanded so rapidly in the years following Muhammad’s death.
3.3
 Learn the ‘5 Pillars’ of Islam for a factual test. Explain the role of women in Islamic culture. Pages 58-61.
3.4 and Assessment task 3.
Project Title: 
Assessment. 
Why did Islam spread so quickly and what was 
it’s
 impact?  (25 marks)
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Stretch and Challenge/ Wider reading/independent research 
Numerous video clips regarding the ‘Golden Age of Islam’ can be viewed.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8HlFFDTBWQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mYzPxwnGs34
)
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Stretch and Challenge 
Use the 
videos below to expand your understanding and add to the detail in your project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8HlFFDTBWQ
 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mYzPxwnGs34
)
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	Key terms and vocabulary

	Nomads
	People of no permanent home; move around in search of fertile soil.

	Hejira
	The move of the Muslims to Medina in AD 622.

	Mawali
	Conquered people who converted to Islam.

	Djimmis
	Conquered people who kept their own faiths.

	Astrolabe
	A device used to tell the time accurately by plotting the position of the stars. 

	mosaic
	Pictures made of glass or tiles. 

	Renaissance
	A re-birth of learning and interest in knowledge.



