Melody
Conjunct - stepwise
Disjunct - leaps
Scalic – uses the scale (90% of music)
Triadic – uses the chord
Chromatic – moves in semitones
Sequence – same tune, up or down a step
Staccato – snappy, short
Legato - smooth
Glissando – sliding one note to another
Acciaccatura/grace note – a quick note
Trill – repeatedly alternating between two notes
Mordent – alternating once with the note above or below 
Ostinato – a repeating musical pattern
Riff – repeating musical pattern in popular music
Syllabic – when each note has its own syllable
Melisma – when a note is spread across many syllables


Rhythm
Crotchet – 1 beat               
Quaver – ½ beat
Dotted rhythms 
Triplets                  
4/4, 3/4, 3/8, 6/8
Upbeat/anacrusis – starts before beat 1
Augmentation – stretching the rhythm
Diminution – shrinking the rhythm
Syncopation – off the beat
Backbeat – emphasis on beats 2 and 4 


Tempo
Lento (slow)
Andante (walking)
Moderato
Allegro (quick)
Presto (very quick)






Harmony
Major - happy
Minor – sad
Tonality – is it major or minor?
Perfect cadence – sounds finished
Imperfect cadence – sounds unfinished
Plagal cadence – finished by church-y
Tierce de Picardie – minor key but finishes on a major chord
Consonant – the notes match
Dissonant – the notes clash
Pedal – repeating note in the bass
Primary chords – I, IV and V






Structure
12-bar blues – Chords I, IV and V
Verse chorus form – Standard form used in popular songs
Symphony – orchestra
Concerto – solo + orchestra
ABA - Ternary
AB - Binary
Theme & Variations - A A1 A2 A3







Texture
Monophonic – one line
Homophonic – moving together
Polyphonic – interweaving lines
Melody & accompaniment – common in pop/rock songs
Octaves – thickens the texture
Unison – same tune, same pitch
Call & response 
A cappella – without instruments
SATB (soprano, alto, tenor, bass)





Dynamics
Pianissimo, piano - quiet
Mezzo piano/forte - medium
Forte/fortissimo - loud
Sforzando - forced
De/crescendo – gradually quieter/loud





Essential Aural Training

· Teoria.com 
· Apps such as Chet and Ella
Instrumentation
Distortion – an effect that makes the guitar sound gritty
Reverb – an effect to make the vocals seem further away
Double Tracking – technique to make music thicker
Vibrato – wavering the note to make it more expressive
Falsetto – vocal technique of moving into upper register
Pizzicato – plucking the instrument
Con arco – using the bow on the instrument
Mute  – changes the timbre of the brass instrument  
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