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How do you achieve a Grade 9 at GCSE?
1. Practise your instrument for at least 30 minutes a day 
2. Be proactive in asking your instrumental tutor for help 
3. Listening to recordings of the song 
4. Picking a challenging, yet realistic song to perform
5. Work on the bits you can’t play as well

“Exceptional ability”
“No discernible flaws”




[bookmark: _GoBack]Expression and Interpretation
Out of 15 marks
1. Sense of style (performing in a classical style is very different to a rock style)
2. Sensitivity towards the music
3. Attention to detail 
4. Range of dynamics (write them on yourself if the score doesn’t have any)
5. Confidence and conviction



Level of Demand
Grade 5 = 6/6
Grade 4 = 5/6
Grade 3 = 4/6
Grade 2 = 3/6 
Grade 1 = 2/6
Technical Control
Out of 15 marks
1. Fluency
2. Accuracy of pitch
3. Accuracy of rhythm
4. Accuracy of tuning 
5. Technical specifics (e.g. piano pedal, tonguing on clarinet, picking on guitar)









[image: \\sac-fs1-001\staff-Home$\missryates\Downloads\generatedtext (7).png][image: \\sac-fs1-001\staff-Home$\missryates\Downloads\generatedtext (5).png]	Think: whilst you can technically submit a Grade 2 piece, does it give you the opportunity to show off? If you are a Grade 8 pianist, consider playing an easier piece and doing it perfectly. Think strategically!
· Combined total of 4 minutes
· The ensemble must be at least 1 minute long
· Performing with live piano accompaniment counts as an ensemble!
· Both performances are out of 36 marks and are weighted equally
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