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How do you achieve a Grade 9 at GCSE?
1. Showcasing the elements of music and not just making a ‘nice’ song 
2. Spending extra hours in the Music room working on your composition
3. Watching any of thousands of YouTube tutorials and videos 
4. Listening to a wide range of music so that you compose instinctively 
5. Develop ideas – don’t copy and paste, evolve your music!
6. Compose for fun and as a hobby, not just for a GCSE 

“Clear intention, audience or occasion”

“Sounds finished and whole”




Checklist:
1. A chord sequence – avoid using just primary chords! 
2. Clear phrases – 4 bar and 8 bar phrases are standard
3. A melody – mostly conjunct, with some disjunct leaps
4. Suitable instruments and combinations 
5. Contrast – major to minor, 4/4 to 3/4, quiet to loud
6. Moreover – WHAT is this composition’s purpose?
7. Chords: dominant 7ths, major 7ths/9ths, diminished
How to Develop Your Music
1. Change the rhythm of your melody
2. Change some of the pitches of your melody
3. Put the melody in a different instrument/clef
4. Fragment/break up the melody
5. Put the melody up/down an octave
6. Add ornaments to your melody 
7. Sequence your melody (up/down a step)
8. Use different articulation on your melody 
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Whilst it easy to ‘loop’ ideas in GarageBand, this is not advised. 
It is fun to create wildly difficult music in GB, but remember that your composition needs to be REALISTIC and PLAYABLE. 
· Combined total of 3 minutes
· Each composition is worth 36 marks
· You must write a ‘programme note’ for each composition 
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