Music from Around the World
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At the end of the course, you will be assessed on a final composition challenge set to a brief. 
Your composition will showcase a style of music we have looked at. You may even choose to use fusion.

	
	West Africa
	China
	Indonesia
	India
	South America

	Main Instrumental Family
	Percussion and Strings
	Strings & Woodwind
	Metallophones
(Percussion)
	Strings and Percussion
	Percussion and Brass

	Instruments
	Djembe
Bata Drum
Ewe Drum
Udu Drum

	Erhu
Pipa
Dizi
	Kemanak
Gangsa
	Sitar
Tambura
Tabla
Shehnai

	Congas
Bongos
Shakers
Timbale
Cowbell
Wood block

	Techniques
	Polyrhythms
Call and Response
	Pentatonic Scale
	Ostinato
	Raga
Drone
	Polyrhythms
Call and Response


	Keywords
	Polyrhythm
Ostinato
	Legato
Pentatonic

	Polyrhythm
Pentatonic

	Raga
Drone
Improvisation

	



	Polyrhythm
	2 or more contrasting rhythms played simultaneously

	Ostinato
	A short, repetitive melodic or rhythmic pattern

	Pentatonic Scale 
	A scale consisting of 5 notes.
C D E G A

	Raga
	Different types of scale used in Indian music, each used at different times in a day

	Drone
	A long, continuous sound of two notes (often I and V) held beneath a main melody

	Improvisation
	An element of the music is made spontaneously according to fixed rules


Wider Task: Research and listen to 5 influential musicians or artists that are a part of your own heritage. At St Ambrose, we have a big Irish, Nigerian and Ghanian community! 
Key Artists/Albums to Listen to:
West Africa: Dartagnan Camara, Sir Victor Uwaifo, Tinariwen, Ali Farka Toure, Amadou & Mariam.
China: Rough Guide to the Music of Yunnan
Indonesia: Rough Guide to the Music of Indonesia
India: Ravi Shankar, Anoushka Shankar, Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan, Lata Mangeshkar, Kishore Kumar
South America: Rough Guide to the Music of South America, Joao Gilberto, Astrud Gilberto, Astor Piazzolla,  

Example Questions – What is a typical feature of this culture’s music? Why is studying the music from other cultures important? What purpose does the music serve with its culture? Where might you hear this music being performed?
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