History Department: Conflict & Tension, 1894-1918 
GCSE Paper 1: Part 2: The First World War: Stalemate. (AQA SECTION B: TOPIC A) 
	Sub-topics

	1.1
	How and why the stalemate developed as the Schlieffen plan failed.

	1.2 
	The western front; trench warfare; key battles; developments in weaponry.

	1.3 
	The war on other fronts; Gallipoli; the war at sea.


 (
Key facts
Germany were unable to defeat France quickly as the Schlieffen Plan failed.
The B.E.F. went to help the French, and Russia attacked Germany.
There was no quick war; stalemate developed and trenches were dug.
Trenches were easier to defend than attack. New technologies were developed throughout the conflict, such as gas, the tank and airplanes.
Key battles involved enormous loss of life on both sides- Verdun, the Somme, Passchendaele.
The Gallipoli campaign hoped to break the deadlock, but failed.
The war at sea was vital for maintaining essential supplies from abroad.
U-boats tried to disrupt goods reaching GB- methods developed to protect shipping e.g. convoys.
The battle of Jutland was inconclusive, yet GB benefitted the most and successfully blockaded German ports.
)


 (
Possible tasks:/GCSE style Questions/ Practice Exam Questions  
Que
stion types remain the same.
Q1) Practice question page 224.
Q2) Practice question page 220.
Q3) Practice question page 223, or practice question 1, page 226.
Q4) Practice question 2, page 226.
 
)























 (
Key Vocabulary 
)
	Key terms

	Stalemate
	When neither side is making progress.

	Attrition
	Slowly wearing down of something due to sustained pressure.

	Infestation
	The presence of an unusually large number of insects/animals, which can lead to damage and disease. (lice and rats)

	Camaraderie
	A mutual trust and friendship among people who spend time together.

	Artillery
	Large calibre guns used in warfare, usually on land.

	Trench foot
	A painful condition of the feet caused by long immersion in cold water/mud and marked by blackening and death of surface tissue.

	Naval blockade
	The means of sealing off ports to prevent goods from entering or leaving.

	Convoys
	Groups of merchant ships travelling together, typically accompanied by warships, for protection.



 (
Stretch and Challenge/I Wider reading/independent research 
Listen to the 
GCSe
 podcasts on the 
GCSEpods
 ' Stalemate' 
Complete research on the Battle of the Somme. 
Assess the view of the British soldiers on the Somme as ‘Lions led by Donkey’s 
Activity p 218
Think 
Tasks  22
 – 223 
Focus task p 225 
)
