Year 7 – Shakespeare: Romeo and JulietBig question – what do we gain from seeing the play in performance as opposed to just reading it?


Key terms:
· Aside – when a character speaks aloud but not to the other characters
· Blank verse – lines have a regular rhythm but don’t rhyme
· Chorus – group of actors who comment on the action of the play
· Dramatic irony – when the audience knows something the characters don’t
· Iambic pentameter – lines of 10 syllables with a regular pattern of stresses
· Pathos – inspires pity in the audience
· Prologue – short introduction to the play
· Prose – normal sentences without a set rhythm
· Soliloquy – when a character speaks aloud their thoughts/ feelings; no other character can hear this
· Staging – how the play is brought to life on the stage
· Tragedy – a dramatic genre which presents the hero’s fall from grace
· Monologue – when one person talks for a long time without interruption; other characters can hear this
· Fate: the idea that your future is already decided, and no matter what you do, you can't change it
 

Wider reading and online resources
· Romeo and Juliet: Shakespeare Stories – Leon Garfield
· Noughts & Crosses – Malorie Blackman




Assessment:
Half Term 6: Knowledge test + Perform a soliloquy in character


[bookmark: _GoBack]Partial example:
Juliet:
(Standing beside Romeo's lifeless body)
Oh, sweet Romeo, what cruel fate has severed our love?
Here, in this cold tomb, I find thee, pale and still,
Thy lips, once warm with passion, now kissed by death.
Could not our love defy this bitter end?
I held the vial with trembling hands,
Hoping our love would find a way to live.
Yet here thou liest, and my heart is cleft in twain.
No longer can I bear this world without thee.
The dagger, sharp and ready, becomes my final friend.
But hark, what whispers from the shadows call?
Is it our love that beckons me beyond?
With this last breath, I seal my fate to thine,
And in death, our souls shall be entwined.
Farewell, harsh world, and welcome, eternal night.
For in thy arms, my love, I find my light.

