Year 8 – Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
[bookmark: _GoBack]Big question – How are the themes and ideas in Steinbeck’s novella still relevant today? 
Key terms:
Segregation: Keeping different groups of people apart, often based on race, gender, or religion.
Dust Bowl: A period in the 1930s when a part of the USA had severe dust storms due to drought and poor farming practices. It made farming impossible and forced many people to leave their homes.
American Dream: The idea that anyone, no matter where they come from, can achieve success and a better life through hard work and determination, especially in America.
Symbolism: When an object, person, or event stands for something else, often an idea or feeling.
Microcosm: A smaller version of something larger. It represents the larger world or society in a smaller setting. 
Novella: A short novel. It's longer than a short story but shorter than a full-length novel.
Monologue: A long speech by one character in a play or book. The character speaks alone, usually to express their thoughts or feelings.

Reading List:

· To Kill a Mockingbird - Harper Lee
· Holes – Louis Sachar
· The Grapes of Wrath – John Steinbeck
· The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain




Stretch and Challenge:
Read at least one of the suggested titles from the reading list and write a review.
Try and incorporate more advanced subject terminology in your language analysis.




Assessment:
How does Steinbeck present the theme of outcasts and loneliness in Of Mice and Men?


Example Theme Paragraph:
One way the theme of outcasts and loneliness is presented is through Curley’s Wife. She is an outcast due to her gender and her weak position on the ranch. Steinbeck highlights her isolation by never revealing her name, instead only referring to her as “Curley’s wife”, reducing her to an object or a possession, something to be used or admired. Due to this she has no real freedom or life of her own and is “not allowed to talk to nobody”, because of her husband. In the 1930s women were expected to be nothing more than housewives, perhaps why Steinbeck refers to her as “Curley’s wife”, with the noun “wife” suggesting that all she is good for is looking after the house and fulfilling house duties.

