Year 8 – Merchant of Venice Wider reading and online resources

· https://www.rsc.org.uk/the-merchant-of-venice/learning 
· Shapiro, James S. Shakespeare and the Jews 
· Spencer, Christopher. The Genesis of Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice
· Smith, Emma. The Cambridge Introduction to Shakespeare

Key terms: 
Usury: Lending money and charging very high interest rates, which makes it hard for the borrower to pay back the loan.
Antisemitism: Hatred, discrimination, or unfair treatment towards Jewish people because of their religion or culture.
Aside: In a play, it's when a character speaks directly to the audience or to themselves, but the other characters on stage don’t hear it.
Soliloquy: A long speech in a play where a character talks to themselves, sharing their thoughts and feelings with the audience.
Casket: A fancy box, often used to hold valuable things. In some stories, like "The Merchant of Venice," it's used to hold a special message or treasure.
Forfeit: To lose something or give it up, often as a punishment for doing something wrong or breaking a rule.
Patriarch: The male head or leader of a family or group, often the father or an older male relative.
Rialto: A famous marketplace or business district, especially in Venice, where merchants and traders would meet.
Bond: A legal agreement, often involving money, where one person promises to pay another. In "The Merchant of Venice," it's a serious deal between two characters.
  Ducat: A type of gold or silver coin used in Europe, especially in Venice, a long time ago.

 
Big question – what is the relevance of the play today? Where can we still see tensions and conflict between different groups of people?




Stretch and Challenge

1. Place the story The Merchant of Venice in another time period. Draw the costumes of three main characters, design the set, and write a one-page paper on their concept and present it orally to the class.
2. Have students divide into groups and stage various sections of the play. For example, the could stage the lending scene, the casket scenes, or the trial scene.
3. Pick a monologue within the play, and have the students translate it into modern speech. Have the students perform both speeches for the class, one following another. They will easily understand the speech. Translate and perform a variety of monologues so each student has a different speech.
4. Divide the class into groups, and have each group write a number of news stories focusing on the events in Venice. Have them include headlines and quotes; let each group present its new stories to the class. Examples of headlines and story ideas could be “Suitor Fails in Quest for Maid,” “Antonio’s Ships Lost at Sea,” or “Trial of the Century Demands Pound of Flesh!”





[bookmark: _GoBack]Partial example: 
Some might argue that Shylock is a villain because of his harsh, unforgiving nature, especially when he demands a "pound of flesh" from Antonio. This seems cruel, especially when Antonio offers money instead, and Shylock still refuses. His desire for revenge can be seen as villainous.

However, if we look deeper, we can also see Shylock as a victim. He is mistreated and insulted by the Christian characters throughout the play. For example, Antonio spits on Shylock and calls him a "dog" simply because he is Jewish. Shylock even says in Act 3, Scene 1, “If you prick us, do we not bleed?” This shows that he is a human being with feelings, just like everyone else, and that the cruelty he faces might explain his anger.
Assessment: Critical Debate: Shylock a victim or a villain?

