Year 9 – Gothic Literature and Poe
Reading List:

· The Strange case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde – Robert Louis Stevenson
· Dracula – Bram Stoker
· Frankenstein – Mary Shelley
· The Tell-Tale Heart and other stories – Edgar Allan Poe

Key terms:

 Verbal Irony: When someone says one thing but means the opposite, like sarcasm.
 Situational Irony: When what actually happens is the opposite of what you expect, like a fire station burning down.
 Dramatic Irony: When the audience knows something that the characters in a story don’t, creating tension.
 Unreliable Narrator: A narrator who can’t be trusted to tell the story accurately, often because they are biased or lack knowledge.
 Gothic: A style of writing that combines horror, mystery, and dark, creepy settings, often involving haunted castles, monsters, or the supernatural.
 Revenge: Seeking to hurt someone in return for a wrong they did to you.
 Mood and Tension: Mood is the feeling a reader gets from a story (like happy or sad), and tension is the sense of suspense or excitement, usually because something intense is about to happen.
 Pathetic Fallacy: When nature (like the weather) reflects the emotions of characters or the mood of a scene, like stormy weather during a sad or scary moment.

Big question – what is Gothic Fiction and why is it still relevant to us? 


Stretch and Challenge:
Read at least one of the suggested titles from the Gothic reading list and write a review.

Try and incorporate more advanced subject terminology in your language analysis.




Partial Example:

The graveyard was silent, except for the soft rustling of the wind through the crooked trees. The gravestones stood like rows of forgotten soldiers, covered in moss and worn down by time. A thick mist curled around them, making the air feel heavy and cold. The moon peeked through the clouds, casting pale light over the cracked stone angels that seemed to watch with hollow eyes. Somewhere in the distance, an owl hooted, breaking the eerie quiet. The air smelled damp and old, as if the earth itself held onto secrets no one dared to disturb.
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