Year 9 – Survival Narrative WritingBig question – what makes for engaging ‘survival’ tales and why do we enjoy reading them? 
Wider reading:
· 127 Hours: Between a Rock and a Hard Place by Aron Ralston
· Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe
· White Fang by Jack London
· The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway
Key terms:

 Show Don’t Tell: Instead of directly telling the reader what a character is feeling or thinking, you show it through actions, thoughts, or dialogue. For example, instead of saying "she was scared," you could say "her hands trembled and her heart raced."
 Flashback: A part of a story where the narrative jumps back in time to show an event that happened earlier, helping explain something important.
 Cyclical Ending: When a story starts and ends in a similar way, like the main character returning to where they began, showing how things have changed or stayed the same.
 Crystal Ball Ending: A type of ending that looks into the future, showing what will happen to the characters after the main events of the story have ended.
 Twist Ending: An unexpected, surprising ending that changes how the reader understands the story.
 Resolved Ending: An ending where all the main problems are solved, and there’s a clear conclusion to the story.
 Implied Ending: An ending where not everything is explained, and the reader has to figure out what happens based on hints or clues.
 In Medias Res: A story that starts in the middle of the action, without much introduction, pulling the reader straight into the event.




Stretch and Challenge:
· Read one of the books from the reading list and complete a review
· Research a real life example of someone surviving extreme circumstances and create a fact fie



[bookmark: _GoBack]Partial Example:
The wind howled through the forest, sharp as a knife, cutting through Alex’s soaked clothes. He could barely see a few feet ahead as the rain fell in heavy sheets, turning the ground beneath his feet into slippery mud. His heart pounded in his chest, each breath coming out in ragged gasps. The cold was biting, but it was the weight of exhaustion that dragged at his limbs like lead.
He had no idea how long he’d been walking — hours, maybe days — but every step felt harder than the last. The forest stretched on endlessly, dark and unwelcoming. The trees, once full of life, now seemed like twisted shadows, their branches reaching out like skeletal fingers. Somewhere, in the distance, he thought he heard the growl of an animal, but he wasn’t sure if it was real or just his imagination playing tricks on him.


Assessment:
Write a full survival story

