Year  9– GCSE Literature Paper 2 – Lord of the FliesBig question: What is Golding saying about human nature?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Stretch and Challenge

· Read one of the books from the reading list and complete a review


Assessment:
Knowledge test x2
Essay on key theme
Reading List

Coral Island by R.M. Ballantyne

The Giver by Lois Lowry
The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins
The Road by Cormac McCarthy
Key terms:
 Microcosm: A small version of something larger, like how a school might represent a larger society.
 Prelapsarian: Referring to a time of innocence or perfection, like the world before something bad happened 
 Totalitarianism: A system of government where one person or group has total control over everything, and people have little freedom.
 Democracy: A system of government where people get to vote to choose their leaders and have a say in how the country is run.
 Anarchy: A situation where there’s no government or laws, leading to chaos and disorder.
 Tyranny: A cruel and unfair government where one person or group has too much power and abuses it.
 Symbolism: When something in a story represents a bigger idea, like a red rose symbolizing love or a storm representing trouble.
 Diminutive Form: A smaller or shortened version of a word or name, like “Billy” for “William,” often used to show affection.
 Social Contract: An agreement among people in a society to follow rules and laws for everyone’s safety and benefit.
 Deus Ex Machina: When a seemingly unsolvable problem in a story is suddenly fixed by something unexpected, almost like magic or a sudden miracle.

What is Golding’s message on the importance of rules and order?
In Chapter 1, Ralph and Piggy find the conch, one of the key symbols associated with order and civilisation. It is Piggy who immediately recognises its importance, explaining to Ralph that ‘it’s ever so valuable’. He suggests it can be used to call a meeting, proving that he understands its practical value too. Whilst Ralph is the one who actually finds the conch, his appreciation is arguably more superficial. He describes the conch as a ‘pretty […] plaything’. The adjective ‘pretty’ highlights the fact he focuses on its aesthetics and the noun ‘plaything’ insinuates that he initially regards it as a novelty. This seems an inadequate description of the conch whose strength is perfectly exemplified when its ‘deep, harsh note boomed’ after Ralph blows it. The dynamic verb ‘boomed’ reveals its power and impact (it brings the boys together), and hints at the initial respect it inspires. From the first meeting, the conch comes to symbolise the values of democracy as it affords all boys the right to speak and so gives them a voice.  Their decision to use the conch for such a purpose reflects the boys’ desire, at the start of the novel, to create a fair and ordered society.


