Year 10 – English Language Paper 2, Section A – ‘Survival’ unitKey terms:
· Judicious quotation – a quote that is relevant to the question, will support a range of different points and gives you lots to say about language
· Synthesis – the process of combining separate parts, e.g. two differing views or extracts, into a whole
· Connotation – an idea or feeling which a word invokes for a person in addition to its literal or primary meaning
· Inference – a conclusion reached on the basis of evidence and reasoning
· Implicit information – If something is implicit, it is not directly stated. The reader must understand implicit information and facts based on other clues in the text
· Explicit information – something that is stated plainly and directly
· Tone – the style/ mood of a piece of writing (e.g. light-hearted/ humorous)

Examples of ‘Survival’ non-fiction/fiction:
· 127 Hours: Between a Rock and a Hard Place - Aaron Rolston
· Mud, Sweat and Tears – Bear Grylls
· Alive – Piers Paul Read
· Into the Wild – John Krakauer 
Big question – what makes for engaging ‘survival’ tales and why do we enjoy reading them? 


Stretch and Challenge:
Read at least one of the suggested titles from the Survival reading list and write a review.
Research famous examples of human survival and write a newspaper report about the event.
Complete the AQA past paper in your booklet 








[bookmark: _GoBack]Question 2
Synthesis; inference  
Aberfan is a small village, ‘tucked away’ with only a ‘chapel and pub’ for its amenities. This suggests that it is a sleepy and quiet place with very little going on. In contrast, London is much bigger and busier. It is described as a ‘colossal city’, implying that it is sprawling and huge. Here, ‘trains rush past at full speed’ highlighting how chaotic and noisy it is. 
Question 3
Analysis 
The dynamic verb ‘pirouetting’ suggests how precariously balanced he is at this great height – almost as if he could topple over and fall off at a given time. The image of the skyscraper is also significant as it highlights… 
Question 4 
Comparison; viewpoints; analysis
 Both Text A and Text B highlight Ellen MacArthur’s determination to succeed.  Text A refers to her “single-minded, stubborn and competitive personality” which seems to present this characteristic in a negative light as the opinionative adjectives “stubborn” and “competitive” both have negative connotations which imply that her urge to win overrides all other considerations and that her attitude is unreasonable.  Text A, however, creates a more favourable image of this character trait:  MacArthur writes “I’m not going to drop my guard until we cross the finish line.”  The colloquial phrase “drop my guard” creates the impression that MacArthur has to be strong in the face of the dangers she faces at sea, perhaps hinting at her vulnerability, and the present tense construction “I’m not going to…” merely makes her seem resolute.  Thus, we can see how Text A presents MacArthur’s drive and ambition in a less sympathetic manner.


Assessment 
GCSE Language paper 2: Section A



Key skills and content:
- Comparing texts and viewpoints
-Consolidate analysis of language and structure 
-Develop comparative ability
-Consolidate ability to make inferences
-Recap nonfiction writing skills
-Focus on exam questions and feedback

