Year 10 – Literature Paper 1: A Christmas Carol by Charles DickensWider Reading List:

Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens

Bleak House by Charles Dickens

Victorian Children by Brenda Williams

‘A Christmas Memory’ by Truman Capote

‘The Overcoat’ by Nikolai Gogol

Key terms

Workhouse – Places where the poor were housed and made to work.

Miser – A person who hoards wealth and spends as little as possible (e.g., Scrooge).

Redemption – The act of being saved from sin or error, a key theme in Scrooge’s transformation.

Philanthropy – The desire to promote the welfare of others, often through charitable donations.

Industrial Revolution – The period of rapid industrial growth in Victorian England, impacting class and poverty.

Charity – Voluntary giving to help those in need, significant to the moral message of the novella.

Poverty – The state of being extremely poor, a central theme represented by the Cratchit family.

Stave – The term Dickens uses instead of "chapter," relating to the musical metaphor of a "carol."

Repentance – Sincere regret or remorse for wrongdoing, central to Scrooge’s character arc.
Misanthropic - disliking people in general and having an anti-social attitude.
Avarice - extreme greed.



Big question – How does A Christmas Carol explore the themes of social responsibility and transformation?"


Stretch and Challenge:

Read at least one of the suggested titles from the Wider Reading List and write a review for the student magazine.

Write your exam question.




Assessment: 
GCSE Literature Paper 1 essay
Partial Example:

Dickens uses the plight and poverty of the Cratchit family to attempt to shed light on the lives of the poor, in contrast to the lives of the rich aristocrats in Victorian society, like Scrooge.
 
The first exclamatory sentence of the extract stated by Bob Cratchit that it was a “wonderful pudding!” immediately implies that they are grateful and easily excited.  Despite it being a “small pudding” for a “large family”, they all regarded it as a “success”.  Perhaps this is because they usually did not have the luxury of a pudding, so any pudding at all was seen as a blessing.  The adverb “calmly” also creates an aura of excitement in the atmosphere, as it implies that there is an apprehensive glee about the family.

