Year 10: GCSE Literature Paper 2  Power and Conflict poetryBig question: How does poetry across time reflect changing attitudes to war?
Key terms:
Refrain: A repeated line or phrase in a poem or song.
Rhythm: The pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables.
Rhyme: Repetition of similar sounds at the ends of words.
Stanza: A group of lines in a poem.
Caesura: A pause in a line of poetry.
Anaphora: Repetition of the beginning of a sentence or phrase.
Assonance: Repetition of vowel sounds.
Couplet: Two consecutive rhyming lines.
Enjambment: A sentence running over a line break.
Rhyme scheme: The pattern of end rhymes in a poem.
In medias res: Starting a story in the middle of events.
Motif: A recurring theme or element.
Oxymoron: Contradictory terms placed together (e.g., "deafening silence").
Plosive: harsh, abrupt consonant sounds created by blocking and then releasing air. These include sounds like p, b, t, d, k, and g.
Jingoism: Extreme patriotism marked by aggressive foreign policy and hostility toward other nations.
Pacifism: The belief in avoiding war and violence to settle disputes.
Poet Laureate: A poet officially appointed to compose works for special events and occasions, often representing a nation or region.
Propaganda: Information used to influence public opinion, often misleading.
Patriotism: Love and devotion to one's country.
Trauma: Psychological impact of war experiences.
Shell shock: Early term for PTSD, caused by war's horrors.
Kamikaze pilot: A Japanese pilot in WWII who executed suicide missions by crashing planes into enemy ships

[bookmark: _GoBack]Wider Reading:
"The Soldier" by Rupert Brooke
"Dulce et Decorum Est" by Wilfred Owen
"In Flanders Fields" by John McCrae
‘The Not Dead’ by Simon Armitage


Stretch and Challenge:
Watch ‘The Not Dead’ documentary by Simon Armitage and write a review.
Assessment: Compare how poets present the horrors of war in ‘X’ and one other poem from ‘Power and conflict’.        
Partial example: Compare how war is presented in ‘Charge of the Light Brigade’ and one other poem
Both Tennyson's ‘Charge of the Light Brigade’ and ‘Remains’ deal with conflict, however their presentation of the impact and attitude towards war varies drastically. Tennyson’s account of a military disaster during the Crimean War presents war as exciting and noble, whilst Armitage's poem, inspired by real life stories from the Iraq War, presents a more brutal and harrowing version of the impact of war on individuals. 
Immediately, through his opening lines war is presented by Tennyson as exciting, fast paced and dynamic in the rhymical and repetitive, “half a league, half a league,/half a league onward’. Here Tennyson uses repetition to convey the brigade moving in line with purpose, nobility and courage ‘onwards’ towards the ‘valley of death.’ This metaphor of death with its Biblical imagery suggests that dying, despite seeming certain, is peaceful and painless, rather than gruesome and agonising. In contrast, ‘Remains’ begins abruptly with ‘on another occasion’, almost as if the audience is joining in on a conversation midway through. This informal and un-ceremonial opening lacks the drama of Tennyson’s and captures the more restrained and negative portrayal of warfare. Here war seems to be  reduced to tedious ‘occasion(s)’, perhaps showing how desensitised the speaker of the poem (a soldier) has become to acts of war. The word ‘another’ also reveals that this type of event, the shooting of a man, is commonplace and hardly worth discussing, unlike the dramatic and celebratory feats honoured by Tennyson in his poem.


