Year 11: Literature Paper 1 ‘Macbeth’Key terms:

· Tragedy - a play dealing with tragic events and having an unhappy ending, especially one concerning the downfall of the main character
· Soliloquy - a speech in a play in which an actor speaks to himself or herself and to the audience, rather than to another actor 
· Dramatic irony - the audience of a play knows something that the characters do not know
· Tragic hero - a protagonist who suffers a tragic end, often due to a major flaw in his or her character
· Hamartia - a tragic flaw that causes the downfall of a hero
· Hubris - excessive pride or self-confidence
· Catharsis - the process of releasing, and thereby providing relief from, strong or repressed emotions
· Anagnorisis - the moment of self-discovery for the protagonist of the story, a discovery in which the truth of a situation becomes known to the character
· Foil: A character who contrasts with another character, often the protagonist, to highlight particular qualities.
· Great Chain of Being: A hierarchical structure of all matter and life, with God at the top, indicating a divine order in the universe.
· Divine Right of Kings: The belief that a monarch's authority comes directly from God, legitimizing their rule as ordained.

Wider reading:    
Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky
Hamlet by William Shakespeare
Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller
Macbeth by Jo Nesbø

Big question – what makes Macbeth still relevant today? 


Stretch and Challenge:
Create your own examination questions, selecting a range of key episodes as well as an appropriate focus for each one.







[bookmark: _GoBack]Partial example: How far does Shakespeare present Macbeth as a ruthless killer?
While Macbeth’s actions in killing King Duncan undoubtedly mark him out as a ruthless and ambitious character, it is clear that he is not without conscience.  Macbeth is filled with horror at what he has done as he looks down at his hands and asks “Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood/ Clean from my hand?”  This hyperbolic image conveys his guilt as he reflects that he will never be absolved of his crime, represented by the blood on his hands.  It also emphasises how brutal the murder of Duncan was. The use of the adverb ‘clean’ and the religious undertone suggested by the reference to water implies a desire to return to a more innocent and pure state. This hyperbolic language is no surprise given the magnitude of his crime: regicide. It was a commonly held belief that interfering in the Divine Right of Kings would result in a disruption of the natural order and cause great chaos as exemplified by the reaction to Duncan’s death. Therefore, Shakespeare uses Macbeth’s response to his crime to serve as a warning, a cautionary tale for anyone who may harbour treacherous thoughts. 


Assessment tasks to be completed by all Year 11 classes:
Analysis of Lady Macbeth
Literature Paper 1 Mock





