Year 8 – Mystery Fiction and Conan DoyleBig question – How do mystery stories reflect society’s values and concerns, and why are they so popular across different cultures and time periods?

Reading List:

Nancy Drew Series by Carolyn Keene
A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder by Holly Jackson
The Mystery of the Clockwork Sparrow by Katherine Woodfine
The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan Doyle
Key terms:

  Foreshadowing: Hints or clues about what will happen later in a story.
  Subvert: To change or challenge something, often in an unexpected way.
  Deduce: To work something out by looking at clues or evidence.
  Infer: To make a guess or conclusion based on clues or hints.
  Detective: A person who investigates crimes and solves mysteries.
  Mystery genre: A type of story that involves solving a crime or uncovering secrets.
  Suspect: A person who might be guilty of a crime.
  Sleuth: Another word for detective; someone who investigates mysteries.
  Motive: The reason someone has for doing something, especially for committing a crime.




Stretch and Challenge:

· Write a review of one of the wider reading texts
· Design a storyboard for a film adaptation of your story


[bookmark: _GoBack]Assessment:
Write the opening of a mystery story

Partial Example:

The clock struck midnight as a thick fog crept through the narrow streets, muffling the sound of footsteps that echoed down the alley. Detective Lina Harper pulled her coat tighter against the chill, her eyes scanning the shadows. Just ahead, a faint glimmer caught her attention—a single silver earring, lying on the cobblestones. She crouched down, her heart quickening. Whoever had left it behind was closer than she thought.

