Mind-map revision technique
[bookmark: _GoBack]The example used on this sheet is a Religious Education topic but this technique can be applied to any subject.

How to create a mind map
Step 1: identify knowledge: Select a topic you wish to revise.  Have your class notes ready. 
2. Identify sub-topics: Place the main topic in the centre of your page and identify sub-topics that will branch off.  This will not be a whole topic (e.g. creation)- it will be a topic within this module- e.g. Art and creation 
3. Branch off: Branch off your sub topics with further detail.  Try not to fill the page with too much writing
4. Use images and colour: Use images and colour to help topics stick in your memory
It is important that you understand the information that you include in your mind-map.  Try and write notes in your own words.  If you need support with a topic then come to RE clinic and get support from your teacher.
Once you have created your mind-map you must find ways to memorise the information and then quiz yourself on the information.  It is important to recognise which information you need to revisit to help strengthen your memory.
You might do this through 
1. Knowledge dumps:   A knowledge dump is when you write down everything you can remember about a topic. They are a useful tool for finding out what you know and where the gaps are in your knowledge.
· Once you have studied your mind-map- take a blank piece of paper and write down everything you can remember about that topics (with no prompts) Give yourself a time limit (e.g.5-10 minutes).  
· Once complete- when you cannot remember anymore information- use different colours to highlight/underline key words in groups.  This helps you to link information
· Compare your brain dump to your mind-map and check your understanding.  It is important that you correct any misunderstanding in a different coloured pen.  Add any missing information in a different colour pen.  
· Repeat this activity over and over again a few weeks apart (more regular if there are quite a few gaps in knowledge) Try and complete the brain dump each time in a shorter amount of time. 

2. Self-quizzing: Self-quizzing is when you answer a series of questions/complete tasks on a topic from memory. It is a useful tool for finding specific gaps in your knowledge within a topic and it allows you to quickly check whether you have remembered something correctly.
· Review the content I your mind-map and write a set of questions and answers on the topic- can be done through flashcard method.
· Put away your mind-map and answer the questions from memory.  You can do this yourself or ask others to test you.  Try and answer all questions- even if you are unsure.  Try and answer the questions in as much depth as you can
· Self-mark and reflect: Go back to the content and self-mark your answers in green pen.  It is important that you correct any misunderstanding and add any missing information which is important.  
· Revisit the areas where there are gaps in your knowledge and redo these questions more regularly.
· Revisit these questions over and over again to help strengthen your understanding of the topic.
Once you know and understand the topic- You should then attempt past-paper questions in exam conditions.  Seek feedback form your teacher on these when necessary.  
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