KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER GCE A LEVEL –GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS OF THE UK 7152/1
Stretch and Challenge – wider reading / independent tasks:The AQA Paper 1(UK politics) is 2 hours long and consists of three compulsory sections. The total marks for the paper is 77 marks, the exam questions always follow the same format. You are advised to spend approximately 40 minutes on each section.
In section A there are three questions each worth 9 marks which add up to 27 marks; On each question you will always be asked to explain and analyse three factors or reasons relating to UK politics.
This will involve producing three clear and detailed paragraphs with at least two relevant examples. Your answer does not require an introduction or conclusion.
Eg) Explain and analyse three ways in which the cabinet can limit the power of the Prime Minister (9 marks)

In Section B worth 25 marks, you will be given a written extract from British politics that you will be asked to analyse and evaluate. You will be required to highlight and then analyse quotes from the extract and add contextual knowledge. You will also briefly have to consider the provenance of the source.
 eg) Analyse, evaluate and compare the arguments reported in the above extract regarding the issue of electoral reform (25 marks)
In Section C worth 25 marks ; You will be asked to choose one essay from two. In your answer you will be asked to draw material from across your study of politics eg) synoptic coverage of comparing UK/US politics eg) There have been few significant changes to the British constitution since 1997.’ Analyse and evaluate this statement (25 marks)




 


Read ‘The Prime Ministers’ by Steve Richards and ‘Unspeakable’ by John Bercow.
Prepare a group presentation on a recent general election to the rest of the class. One election before 1997, one after 1997 and the 1997 General Election.
Visit to Houses of Parliament as guests of Sir Graham Brady MP the Chair of the 1922 Committee.
Big Questions- To what extent does Britain’s uncodified constitution give too much power to the government /executive? 
Is Representative democracy in crisis in the UK?
Is Britain still a two-party system?
Is Britain becoming a quasi-federal state? 
	Key Terms 
	

	Uncodified constitution
	The British Constitution is found in a variety of sources, meaning it is uncodified

	Bicameralism
	This term describes a political system in which there are two chambers in the legislature eg) UK ; Commons and Lords ,US ;Senate and House of Representatives.

	Executive 
	The branch of government responsible for policy making and policy implementation.

	Judicial review
	The process by which senior judges review the actions of public officials or public bodies in order to determine whether or not they have acted in a matter that is lawful.

	Devolution 
	The transfer of political power but not sovereignty to subnational government.

	Representative democracy 
	A system where the people elect a person or group of people to represent their interests and make decisions on their behalf.

	Proportional Representation (PR)
	An electoral system using multi-member constituencies in which an electoral formula is used to match to the percentage of votes they won.

	Pluralism
	Pluralism describes a situation in which different groups ,including pressure groups ,compete equally for power and influence. Power is therefore spread across different groups in society.

	Two-party system
	Where two fairly equally matched parties compete for power at elections and others have little realistic chance of breaking their duopoly.

	Eurosceptic
	Someone who is critical of the extension of supranational authority in the EU and hostile to further integration.




THE UK CONSTITUTION               1.1) Nature and sources of the UK Constitution.
1.2) Recent constitutional changes under Labour and Conservative Governments.
1.3 ) The development of rights throughout the UK including the Human Rights Act 1998.
PARLIAMENT
2.1) The Composition of the Commons and Lords
2.2) The Functions of the Commons and the Lords
2.3) Oversight; The Relationship between the executive and legislature
THE CABINET AND PRIME-MINISTER       3.1) The relative powers of the PM and Cabinets.
3.2. The relationship between the PM and the rest of the Cabinet.
3.3) Key concepts of government such as collective cabinet responsibility and individual ministerial responsibility.
THE JUDICIARY    4.1) The Composition of the Senior Judiciary in the UK and the appointment process.
4.2) The role of the Supreme Court and its impact upon the government and legislation.
4.3 ) Explanation of key concepts such as judicial review ,judicial independence and ultra vires.
DEVOLUTION        5.1) The devolved institutions of the UK eg) The Scottish Parliament.
5.2) The impact of devolution upon the British Government.
5.3) Debate around devolution in England.	
DEMOCRACY AND PARTICIPATION IN THE UK
6.1) The development of suffrage in the UK and debates around the enfranchisement of prisoners and 16-17 year olds.
6.2) The nature of democracy in the UK –Strengths and weaknesses
6.3) Patterns of political participation in UK today and different types of participation.
ELECTIONS AND REFERENDUMS         7.1) Electoral Systems used in the UK.
7.2) Study of key elections in UK eg) 1997 
7.3) Voting Behaviour
7.4) Referendums
PRESSURE GROUPS    8.1) Typology of different pressure groups  eg) Cause and sectional.
8.2) Factors that determine success.
8.3) Benefits and drawbacks for democracy.
8.4) Models of interpretation; pluralism ,elitism, Marxism.
POLITICAL PARTIES    9.1) Ideology and key ideas of major parties
9.2) Party organisation and structure.
9.3) Debates concerning two party or multi-party system.
THE EUROPEAN UNION         10.1) The institutions of the European Union.
10.2) Impact of EU institutions on British Government and Politics.
