KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER – US POLITICS AND COMPARATIVE US/UK POLITICS 7152/2The AQA Paper 2 is 2 hours long and consists of three compulsory sections. The total marks for the paper is 77 marks, the exam questions always follow the same format. You are advised to spend approximately 40 minutes on each section.                                                           In section A there are three questions each worth 9 marks which add up to 27 marks; On each question you will always be asked to explain and analyse three factors or reasons relating to US politics. However one of the three questions will be a comparative question which will ask you use of the three theoretical models to compare one aspect of UK and US Politics. This will involve producing three clear and detailed paragraphs with at least two relevant examples. Your answer does not require an introduction or conclusion) Explain and analyse three ways in which the US Constitution reflects the separation of powers(9 marks                                                              In Section B worth 25 marks, You will be given a written extract from US politics that you will be asked to analyse and evaluate. You will be required to highlight and then analyse quotes from the extract and add contextual knowledge. You will also briefly have to consider the provenance of the source) Analyse, evaluate and compare the arguments in the passage below for and against the view that the Supreme Court is a political institution(25 marks)
In Section C worth 25 marks, You will be asked to choose one essay from two that will be on comparative UK/US Politics where you will have to deploy your three theoretical models to illustrate your answers.  Eg) ‘Pressure groups are both essential and beneficial to the operation of democracy in the US and UK.’Analyse and evaluate this statement (25 marks)
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In Section B worth 25 marks, You will be given a written extract from British politics that you will be asked to analyse and evaluate. You will be required to highlight and then analyse quotes from the extract and add contextual knowledge. You will also briefly have to consider the provenance of the source.
 eg) Analyse, evaluate and compare the arguments reported in the above extract regarding the issue of electoral reform (25 marks)
In Section C worth 25 marks ; You will be asked to choose one essay from two. In your answer you will be asked to draw material from across your study of politics eg) synoptic coverage of comparing UK/US politics eg)There have been few significant changes to the British constitution since 1997.’ Analyse and evaluate this  statement (25 marks)



1.  Explain the significance of the Peasants Revolt in terms of the development of rights for the British people 

2. How useful is Source 4 p 24 to a student studying the importance of Simon de Montfort? 

 
3. Compare the impact of the Magna Carta with the impact of the Peasants Revolt. How similar are they?  

 

	Sub-topics

	
1.1




1.2
1.3

1.4 
	· THE US CONSTITUTION
·  Key principles of the US Constitution eg) Constitutional sovereignty.
· The Amendment Process
· The Federal System.
· Comparison between the UK and US Constitutions.

	2)
	THE US SUPREME COURT
Appointments to the Supreme Court.
The Constitutional Role of the Supreme Court; the significance of judicial review and judicial independence.
Landmark Cases of the Supreme Court.
Comparisons between Senior judiciaries in the UK and US. 

	1.13 )
	CIVIL RIGHTS
Protection of civil rights and liberties by the Bill of Rights ,subsequent amendments to the constitution and landmark rulings of the Supreme Court.
The impact of civil rights on US Politics-race
Affirmative action ,voting rights ,political representation and incarceration rates.
The role of US pressure groups in promoting and supporting rights.
3.4) Comparison of the protection of Rights in the UK and US. 




4.  THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF THE GOVERNMENT-THE PRESIDENT
4.1) Sources of presidential powers; formal and informal powers.
4.2) Constraints upon presidential powers
4.3) Power and influence of the cabinet and EXOP
4.4) Comparison of US and UK executives. 
5. THE US CONGRESS
5.1) The structure and Composition of Congress.
5.2) Analysis of the effectiveness of functions and powers in relation to legislation, oversight and power of the purse.                                                        
5.3) Party system and committee system and their significance within Congress.
5.4) Comparison of US and UK legislatures
6.  ELECTORAL SYSTEMS AND DIRECT DEMOCRACY
6.1) Presidential Elections – eg) Electoral College.
6.2) Congressional and gubernatorial elections.
6.3) Different forms of direct democracy in the US.
6.4) Comparison of UK and US elections.
7.  POLITICAL PARTIES IN THE USA 
7.1) The ideologies and policies of the two main parties.
7.2) Factions within US Parties.
7.3) Analysis of two party dominance in the US. Third parties and independent candidates.
7.4) Comparison of parties in UK and UK.
     8.   PRESSURE GROUPS IN THE US
      8.1) Political pluralism in the US
      8.2) Typology of pressure groups.
      8.3) Factors affecting success eg) Party funding, iron triangles.
      8.4) Advantages and disadvantages of UK and US Pressure Groups.
       8.5) Comparison of UK and US Pressure Groups.











THE BIG QUESTIONS
Why is it so difficult to change the US Constitution?
Are US Presidents too powerful or are they too limited in power? 
Who is more powerful? ;The US President or UK Prime Minister? 
	Key Terms 
	

	Constitutional sovereignty
	Ultimate power (sovereignty) lies in the constitution, not with the legislature as it does in the UK.

	Entrenchment 
	The Application of extra legal safeguards to a constitutional provision to make it more difficult to amend or abolish it.

	Filibuster
	A device by which one or more senators can delay action on a bill or any other matter by debating it at length or by other obstructive actions.

	Civil rights
	Positive acts of government designed to protect persons against arbitrary or discriminatory treatment by governments or individuals.

	Oversight  
	Congressional review and investigation of the activities of the executive branch of government..

	Separation of Powers
	A theory of government whereby political power is distributed among the legislature, executive and judiciary, each acting both independently and interdependently. 

	Checks and balances
	A system of government that gives each branch –legislative, executive and judicial-the means to partially control the power exercised by the other branches.

	Presidential veto
	The President’s power under Article 2 of the Constitution to return a bill to Congress unsigned , along with the reasons for his objection.

	State of the Union Address
	An annual speech made by the president to a joint session of congress, setting out his proposed legislative programme for the coming year.

	Impeachment 
	 A formal accusation of a serving federal official by a simple majority vote of the House of Representatives.





· Stretch and Challenge – wider reading / independent tasks:
· Read at least two of these books;
· ‘America Empire of Liberty’ by  David Reynolds.
· ‘The Presidents’ by  Stephen Graubard
· ‘American Caesars’ by Nigel Hamilton.
· Hague,R and Harrop,M., Comparative Government and Politics an Introduction.
· https://corg.iu.edu/resources/interactives/modules/index.html
· Activity on page 83 in textbook on ‘How does Congress Works’ which allows to access a number of interactive learning modules and tells you how a bill works.
· 




