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1. Glossary
	Term
	Definition

	Executive Order
	A directive issued by the president that has the force of law without requiring congressional approval; based on constitutional/statutory authority, not Article II itself.

	Signing Statement
	A written comment issued by the president when signing a bill into law, often used to clarify how the administration will interpret or enforce it.

	Executive Agreement
	An international agreement made by the president with a foreign power that, unlike a treaty, does not require Senate ratification.

	Executive Privilege
	The implied constitutional power allowing the president to withhold information from Congress or the courts, usually on national security grounds.

	Veto / Pocket Veto
	The president's power to reject a bill passed by Congress; a pocket veto occurs when Congress adjourns within 10 days of sending a bill, so it dies without a signature.

	Line-Item Veto
	The (unconstitutional since Clinton v City of New York, 1998) power to veto individual parts of a bill rather than the whole thing.

	Impeachment
	The constitutional process (House charges, Senate trial) for removing a president from office for 'treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanours'.

	Cabinet
	The heads of the 15 executive departments plus other senior officials, appointed by the president to advise and run the federal bureaucracy.

	EXOP (Executive Office of the President)
	The cluster of White House staff agencies (e.g. NSC, OMB, CEA) that directly advise and serve the president; not subject to Senate confirmation.

	Bully Pulpit
	The president's use of the prestige and visibility of the office to promote an agenda directly to the public.

	Going Public
	A strategy where the president appeals directly to the electorate to build pressure on Congress to pass their agenda.

	Imperial Presidency
	A theory (Arthur Schlesinger Jr) that the presidency has accumulated excessive, unchecked power, especially in foreign policy and war-making.

	Imperilled/Imperiled Presidency
	A counter-theory that the presidency is constrained and weakened by Congress, the courts, media scrutiny and public opinion.

	State of the Union Address
	The president's annual constitutionally-required address to Congress, used to set out the legislative agenda.

	Recess Appointment
	A temporary appointment made by the president while the Senate is in recess, avoiding the need for confirmation (limited by NLRB v Noel Canning, 2014).

	Divided Government
	When the presidency and one or both chambers of Congress are controlled by different parties, often producing gridlock.

	Coattails Effect
	The tendency of a popular presidential candidate to help their party's congressional candidates win in the same election.

	War Powers Resolution (1973)
	A law requiring the president to notify Congress within 48 hours of committing troops and limiting deployment to 60 days without authorisation.

	Gridlock
	A stalemate in policymaking, often caused by divided government or partisan polarisation between the branches.

	Mandate
	The claim by an elected president that their election victory gives them public authority/legitimacy to pursue their policy agenda.


2. Key Knowledge
1. Formal (Constitutional) Powers — Article II
· Chief Executive: Enforces federal law; appoints/removes executive officials; issues executive orders.
· Commander-in-Chief: Directs the armed forces, though only Congress can formally declare war (War Powers Resolution limits deployments).
· Chief Diplomat: Negotiates treaties (need 2/3 Senate ratification) and executive agreements (no ratification needed); recognises foreign governments.
· Legislative Role: Delivers the State of the Union; can propose legislation; signs or vetoes bills (Congress can override veto with 2/3 in both chambers).
· Appointment Power: Nominates Cabinet secretaries, federal judges (incl. Supreme Court) and ambassadors — subject to Senate 'advice and consent'.
· Judicial Power: Grants pardons and reprieves for federal offences (cannot pardon state crimes or in impeachment cases)
· Executive Orders: Used to bypass congressional gridlock, e.g. Obama's DACA (2012), Trump's travel ban (2017), Biden's student loan relief attempt (2022).
2. Informal (Extra-Constitutional) Powers
· Bargaining & Persuasion: Neustadt's theory: presidential power is 'the power to persuade' through negotiation, not command.
· Going Public / Bully Pulpit: Using media, speeches and social media to build public pressure on Congress.
· Executive Office of the President (EXOP): Loyal in-house policy machine (NSC, OMB, CEA, Chief of Staff) that expands presidential reach beyond the Cabinet.
· Signing Statements: Used to signal how a law will be interpreted/enforced, sometimes contested as circumventing Congress's intent.
3. President & Congress
· Legislative agenda-setting: President proposes, Congress disposes — success depends heavily on party control of Congress.
· Veto power: A strong bargaining chip; overriding a veto is rare (requires 2/3 majority in both houses).
· Divided government: Common since the 1970s; increases gridlock and reliance on informal/unilateral powers.
· Impeachment & oversight: Congress can impeach (House) and try (Senate); committees hold hearings, control the federal budget ('power of the purse').
· Confirmation power: Senate can block or delay Cabinet, judicial and agency appointments.
4. President & the Supreme Court
· Judicial appointments: A president's most lasting legacy — lifetime appointments can shape the Court for decades (e.g. Trump's three appointments 2017–2020).
· Judicial review: The Court can strike down executive actions as unconstitutional, e.g. Youngstown Sheet & Tube v Sawyer (1952); Trump v Hawaii (2018) upheld travel ban.
· Judicial deference vs constraint: Courts sometimes defer to the president on national security but have blocked overreach on domestic policy, e.g. blocking DACA rescission and student loan forgiveness.
5. Checks on the President
· Congress: Override veto, impeachment, power of the purse, confirmation power, oversight hearings.
· Judiciary: Judicial review; can rule executive orders/actions unconstitutional.
· Media & public opinion: 24-hour news cycle, investigative journalism, approval ratings shape political capital.
· Elections: Midterms often punish the president's party ('midterm curse'); 22nd Amendment limits presidents to two terms.
· Federalism: States and state courts can resist or challenge federal executive action.
6. Theories of Presidential Power — the debate
· Imperial presidency: Schlesinger's thesis: unchecked growth of power, especially war powers (Vietnam, post-9/11 war on terror, drone strikes, unilateral executive orders).
· Imperilled presidency: Presidents are constrained: divided government, hostile media, polarisation, judicial pushback, weak coattails.
· Modern verdict: Power is contingent — varies by issue area (strong in foreign/security policy, weaker in domestic legislation), and by political context (unified vs divided government, popularity, crisis conditions).
3. Stretch & Challenge Tasks
· 1. Compare the imperial vs imperilled presidency debate using two named presidents (e.g. Obama and Trump) — build a balanced case for each thesis using specific evidence.
· 2. Research one landmark Supreme Court case affecting presidential power (e.g. Youngstown v Sawyer 1952, United States v Nixon 1974, Trump v Hawaii 2018, NLRB v Noel Canning 2014) and explain its significance for the imperial/imperilled debate.
· 3. Construct a comparative table of formal vs informal powers of the US President and the UK Prime Minister — evaluate which office is more constrained by its legislature.
· 4. Investigate one president's use of executive orders as a percentage of total legislative output during periods of divided government — what does this suggest about presidential strategy?
· 5. Write a 300-word extension paragraph evaluating the claim that 'the presidency is only as powerful as the person who holds it', using Neustadt's theory of persuasion.
· 6. Create a timeline of key expansions and contractions of presidential power from FDR to the present, identifying the political and constitutional triggers for each shift.
4. Assessment — 'Analyse and Explain Three Ways/Factors' Questions
Use these as short-answer analytical practice. For each question, identify three distinct ways/factors, and for each one write a developed explanation (point + explanation + specific evidence/example) rather than a simple list.
· Q1. Analyse and explain three ways in which the president can influence Congress.
· Q2. Analyse and explain three factors that limit the power of the US President.
· Q3. Analyse and explain three ways in which the US President exercises informal power.
· Q4. Analyse and explain three factors that determine the success of a president's legislative agenda.
· Q5. Analyse and explain three ways in which the Supreme Court can check presidential power.
· Q6. Analyse and explain three ways in which the president can bypass Congress.
· Q7. Analyse and explain three factors that affect a president's ability to build a winning coalition in Congress.
· Q8. Analyse and explain three ways in which the Cabinet and EXOP support the president's role.
· Q9. Analyse and explain three factors that explain the growth of presidential power since the twentieth century.
· Q10. Analyse and explain three ways in which Congress can constrain the president's foreign policy powers.
5. Further Reading & Listening
Textbooks
· Duncan Watts, 'US Government & Politics' (Edinburgh University Press) — core AQA-aligned textbook chapters on the presidency.
· Anthony King & Zelizer, 'The American Presidency' — accessible academic overview of the office's evolution.
· Richard Neustadt, 'Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents' — the foundational text on persuasion theory.
Websites
· whitehouse.gov — official record of executive orders, speeches and proclamations.
· millercenter.org (UVA Miller Center) — presidential speeches, oral histories and 'American President' profiles.
· congress.gov — track vetoes, override votes and legislative interactions with the president.
· oyez.org — case summaries of Supreme Court decisions affecting executive power.
Podcasts
· 'Presidential' (Washington Post) — historical deep-dive series covering every US president.
· 'The NPR Politics Podcast' — regular coverage of current presidential-congressional relations.

Documentaries / Listening
· 'The Presidents' (History Channel) — biographical documentary series.
· BBC Radio 4 'Americast' — ongoing analysis of US political developments, useful for contemporary case studies.

