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1. Glossary
	Concept
	Similar / Different
	How the US and UK compare

	Constitutional Basis
	Different
	Congress's powers are enumerated in Article I of a codified constitution. The UK Parliament's power rests on parliamentary sovereignty within an uncodified constitution, giving it theoretically unlimited legislative authority.

	Bicameralism
	Similar
	Both legislatures are bicameral (House of Representatives & Senate; House of Commons & House of Lords). But different: the two US chambers are co-equal with distinct powers, while the Commons is dominant and the Lords is subordinate, its powers limited by the Parliament Acts 1911/1949.

	Membership & Elections
	Different
	Congress is fully elected — the House every 2 years, the Senate on staggered 6-year terms (2 senators per state). The Commons is elected (up to every 5 years), but the Lords is largely unelected — appointed life peers plus a small number of hereditary peers.

	Separation vs Fusion of Powers
	Different
	Members of Congress cannot simultaneously serve in the executive branch. UK MPs and peers can serve as government ministers, sitting in both the legislature and executive at once.

	Legislative Process
	Similar
	Both require a bill to pass both chambers before receiving final assent (presidential signature vs royal assent) — a structurally similar process, though the balance of power between chambers differs significantly.

	Party Discipline
	Different
	Congress has comparatively weak party discipline, with cross-party voting and defections common. The UK Parliament has a stronger whipping system, giving a majority government far more reliable control over legislative outcomes.

	Committee System
	Similar
	Both use committees to scrutinise legislation and government — Congressional standing committees and UK select/public bill committees — though congressional committees generally hold stronger investigatory powers, including subpoena power.

	Filibuster
	Different
	The US Senate has a filibuster procedure requiring 60 votes (cloture) to end debate on most legislation. The UK has no direct equivalent, though it uses other procedural tools such as guillotine and closure motions to manage debate time.

	Oversight of the Executive
	Similar
	Both scrutinise the executive through hearings and questioning — congressional committee hearings and subpoenas, versus UK select committee inquiries and Prime Minister's Questions — though Congress generally has more formal, entrenched investigatory power.

	Power of the Purse
	Similar
	Both control government spending and taxation — Congress via appropriations bills, Parliament via the Budget and Consolidated Fund — though the UK government (executive) dominates the process due to fusion of powers, while Congress can shape spending bills more independently.

	Legislative Supremacy
	Different
	Laws passed by Congress can be struck down by the Supreme Court as unconstitutional. Acts of the UK Parliament cannot be struck down by any court, as Parliament is sovereign.

	Presiding Officer
	Different
	The House is led by the Speaker, typically a powerful partisan figure from the majority party; the Senate is formally presided over by the Vice President. The Commons Speaker is officially non-partisan, resigning party affiliation to preside impartially over debates.

	Power of the Second Chamber
	Different
	The US Senate is a powerful, co-equal chamber with unique powers (ratifying treaties, confirming appointments). The House of Lords is subordinate — it can delay legislation (up to a year under the Parliament Act) but cannot veto Commons bills on finance or manifesto commitments (Salisbury Convention).

	Confirmation/Ratification Powers
	Different
	The Senate confirms presidential nominations and ratifies treaties by a two-thirds vote. The UK Parliament has no equivalent confirmation power — the PM appoints ministers without needing parliamentary approval, reflecting the fusion of powers.

	Origin & Control of the Legislative Agenda
	Different
	Any member of Congress can introduce a bill, and the agenda is more contested. In the UK, the government (executive) has near-total control of the Commons timetable and legislative agenda when it holds a majority.

	Impeachment
	Different
	Congress can impeach and try federal officials, including the president, for removal from office. The UK Parliament's historic impeachment power has fallen into disuse (last used 1806); ministers/PMs are instead removed via confidence votes or resignation.

	Legislative Gridlock
	Similar
	Both can experience gridlock, though from different causes: in the US, divided government or the filibuster; in the UK, gridlock is rarer due to fusion of powers and majority government, but can occur in a hung parliament (e.g. 2017–19).

	Relationship with Sub-National Legislatures
	Different
	Congress operates within a federal system, sharing power constitutionally with state legislatures. The UK Parliament remains legally sovereign over devolved legislatures (Scottish Parliament, Senedd, NI Assembly), though the Sewel Convention limits it from legislating on devolved matters without consent.


2. Key Knowledge — Head-to-Head Comparison
	Category
	US Congress
	UK Parliament

	Constitutional basis
	Powers enumerated in Article I of a codified constitution.
	Sovereign under an uncodified constitution; theoretically unlimited legislative power.

	Structure
	Bicameral; House and Senate are co-equal chambers with distinct powers.
	Bicameral; Commons is dominant, Lords is subordinate (Parliament Acts 1911/1949).

	Membership & elections
	Fully elected — House every 2 years, Senate staggered 6-year terms.
	Commons elected (up to every 5 years); Lords largely unelected/appointed.

	Relationship to executive
	Separation of powers — members cannot also serve in the executive.
	Fusion of powers — ministers sit as MPs/peers in the legislature.

	Party discipline
	Comparatively weak; cross-party voting and defections common.
	Strong whipping system; majority government usually controls outcomes.

	Committees & oversight
	Standing committees with strong investigatory powers, incl. subpoena power.
	Select/public bill committees; growing influence but weaker compulsion powers.

	Filibuster/debate limits
	Senate filibuster requires 60 votes (cloture) to end debate on most bills.
	No direct equivalent; uses guillotine/closure motions to manage debate time.

	Power of the purse
	Congress can independently shape appropriations/spending bills.
	Government dominates the Budget process due to fusion of powers/majority control.

	Confirmation/ratification power
	Senate confirms nominations and ratifies treaties (2/3 vote).
	No equivalent — PM appoints ministers without needing parliamentary approval.

	Removing the executive
	Impeachment (House) and conviction (Senate) of federal officials.
	Confidence votes/resignation; formal impeachment power has fallen into disuse.


3. Stretch & Challenge Tasks
· 1. Compare a case of significant party rebellion in Congress (e.g. defections that sank a president's key bill) with a case of Commons rebellion against a UK government whip — what does each reveal about party discipline?
· 2. Research the use of the filibuster in a specific piece of US legislation and compare it with a UK procedural device (e.g. a guillotine/closure motion, or House of Lords delay) used to speed up or slow down a bill.
· 3. Investigate a significant congressional committee investigation (e.g. the January 6th Committee) and compare its powers and impact with a UK select committee inquiry (e.g. the Liaison Committee questioning the PM).
· 4. Compare how each legislature scrutinises the executive's budget — research the US Congressional appropriations process against the UK Budget/Autumn Statement process.
· 5. Evaluate the extent to which the US Senate's confirmation and ratification powers make it more powerful than the House of Lords, using specific examples.
· 6. Construct a comparative diagram of how a bill becomes law in each system, highlighting where each legislature can amend, delay, or block government proposals.
4. Assessment — 'Statement: Analyse and Evaluate' Questions
Each statement requires comparative analysis of both the US Congress and UK Parliament. Plan three comparative themes, use specific evidence/case studies from both systems for each, and reach a supported judgement on the extent to which you agree.
· Q1. 'The US Congress is more independent of the executive than the UK Parliament.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
· Q2. 'Party discipline is a more significant influence on legislative outcomes in the UK than in the USA.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
· Q3. 'The US Senate is more powerful than the House of Lords.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
· Q4. 'Committees provide a more effective check on the executive in Congress than in the UK Parliament.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
· Q5. 'The separation of powers gives Congress more control over legislation than the fusion of powers gives the UK Parliament.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
· Q6. 'The UK Parliament is more effective at holding the executive to account than the US Congress.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
· Q7. 'Bicameralism is more significant in limiting legislative power in the USA than in the UK.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
· Q8. 'The US Congress has more control over government spending than the UK Parliament.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
· Q9. 'Parliamentary sovereignty makes the UK Parliament more powerful in theory but less powerful in practice than the US Congress.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
· Q10. 'The differences between the US Congress and UK Parliament are greater than the similarities.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
5. Further Reading & Listening
Textbooks
· Duncan Watts, 'US Government & Politics' and 'UK Government & Politics' (Edinburgh University Press) — core AQA-aligned chapters on each legislature.
· Roger Davidson, Walter Oleszek et al, 'Congress and Its Members' — comprehensive account of congressional structure and behaviour.
· Philip Norton, 'Parliament in British Politics' — the role, powers and reform of the UK Parliament.
· Meg Russell, 'The Contemporary House of Lords' — the role and influence of the UK's second chamber.
Websites
· congress.gov — track bills, votes, committee activity and confirmation proceedings.
· parliament.uk — Hansard debates, select committee reports and bill tracking.
· instituteforgovernment.org.uk — independent analysis of Parliament's scrutiny role.
· brookings.edu — academic commentary and data on congressional behaviour and polarisation.
Podcasts
· 'Congressional Dish' — detailed, non-partisan breakdowns of what Congress is actually doing.
· 'Parliament Matters' (Hansard Society) — analysis of UK parliamentary procedure and scrutiny.
· 'The NPR Politics Podcast' — regular coverage of congressional votes and negotiations.
Documentaries / Listening
· C-SPAN coverage — live and archived footage of Congress in session, hearings and floor debates.
· BBC Parliament channel — live and archived coverage of Commons and Lords debates and select committee hearings.
