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1. Glossary
	Concept
	Similar / Different
	How the US and UK compare

	Source of Rights Protection
	Different
	US rights are constitutionally entrenched in the Bill of Rights and later amendments, enforced through judicial review. UK rights derive from statute (chiefly the Human Rights Act 1998, incorporating the ECHR), common law and Parliament, with no single entrenched Bill of Rights.

	Judicial Power over Rights
	Different
	US courts can strike down laws that violate constitutional rights. UK courts cannot strike down Acts of Parliament but can issue a 'declaration of incompatibility' under the HRA, leaving it to Parliament whether to amend the law.

	Entrenchment of Rights
	Different
	US rights are deeply entrenched, requiring the difficult Article V amendment process to change. UK rights protections such as the HRA are ordinary statutes that a simple parliamentary majority could in principle repeal or amend.

	General Anti-Discrimination Framework
	Similar
	Both countries have a general legal framework addressing discrimination — the US 14th Amendment's Equal Protection Clause (developed through case law) and the UK's Equality Act (2010), which consolidates protected characteristics into a single statute.

	Historic Racial Civil Rights Movements
	Similar
	Both countries had 20th-century civil rights movements challenging racial discrimination and securing landmark legislation — the US Civil Rights Act (1964)/Voting Rights Act (1965), and the UK's Race Relations Acts (1965, 1968, 1976).

	Extension of the Franchise
	Similar
	Both countries historically restricted voting rights for certain groups and saw major legislative milestones extending the franchise — Black Americans gaining enforced voting rights via the Voting Rights Act (1965), and UK working-class men and women gaining the vote through the Representation of the People Acts (1918, 1928).

	Women's Suffrage
	Similar
	Both countries saw women's suffrage movements achieve voting rights in the early 20th century — the US 19th Amendment (1920) and the UK's Representation of the People Acts (1918/1928) — though the routes to reform differed.

	LGBTQ+ Rights Expansion
	Similar
	Both countries have seen significant expansion of LGBTQ+ rights in recent decades, including decriminalisation and same-sex marriage — achieved via Supreme Court ruling in the US (Obergefell v Hodges, 2015) and primarily via Act of Parliament in the UK (Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act, 2013).

	Method of Achieving Rights Change
	Different
	US civil rights advances have often come through litigation and Supreme Court rulings interpreting the Constitution. UK rights advances have come predominantly through ordinary Acts of Parliament, reflecting the different constitutional balance of power.

	Affirmative/Positive Action
	Different
	The US has used more assertive race-conscious affirmative action in areas like university admissions (though recently curtailed by Students for Fair Admissions v Harvard, 2023). The UK's Equality Act allows only limited 'positive action' (e.g. tie-break provisions), not the preferential treatment historically used in the US.

	National Security vs Rights Balance
	Similar
	Both countries have faced major debate over balancing civil liberties against national security, particularly post-9/11 — including detention-without-trial controversies at Guantánamo Bay (US) and in the Belmarsh case, A v Secretary of State (2004), in the UK.

	Independent Rights Body
	Different
	The UK has a dedicated statutory body, the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC), to monitor and enforce equality/human rights law. The US has no single equivalent federal body, with enforcement split across agencies such as the EEOC and the Department of Justice's Civil Rights Division.

	Reproductive Rights
	Different
	The US recognised (Roe v Wade, 1973) and then removed (Dobbs v Jackson, 2022) a constitutional right to abortion via the Supreme Court, leaving the issue to individual states. UK abortion law is governed by ordinary statute (the Abortion Act 1967, as amended), decided by Parliament rather than the courts.

	Judicial Review as a Rights Tool
	Similar
	Individuals and groups in both countries can challenge government action through the courts — litigation and constitutional challenge in the US, judicial review under the HRA/common law in the UK — though the ultimate power of each court differs significantly.

	Debate over Reforming Rights Protection
	Similar
	Both countries have ongoing political debate about reforming how rights are protected — proposals to reform the US Supreme Court, and repeated UK government proposals to replace the Human Rights Act with a 'British Bill of Rights'.

	Sub-National Variation in Rights
	Different
	Devolved UK institutions can legislate on many rights-related matters within their competence, creating some regional variation. Equivalent US state-level variation exists too, but flows from federalism rather than devolution, and is bounded differently by the codified constitution.

	Role of International Treaties
	Different
	UK rights protection under the HRA is directly tied to an international treaty, the European Convention on Human Rights, overseen by the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg. The US Bill of Rights is a purely domestic constitutional instrument with no equivalent international oversight body.

	Disability Rights Legislation
	Similar
	Both countries passed landmark disability rights legislation around the same period — the US Americans with Disabilities Act (1990) and the UK Disability Discrimination Act (1995) — each establishing broad protections against discrimination.


2. Key Knowledge — Head-to-Head Comparison
	Category
	USA
	UK

	Source of rights protection
	Codified Bill of Rights, entrenched in the Constitution.
	Human Rights Act (1998), incorporating the ECHR; ordinary statute.

	Entrenchment
	Very difficult to change — requires Article V amendment.
	Can be repealed/amended by a simple parliamentary majority.

	Role of the judiciary
	Can strike down laws that violate constitutional rights.
	Can issue a declaration of incompatibility; cannot strike down statute.

	Racial civil rights history
	Civil Rights Act (1964); Voting Rights Act (1965).
	Race Relations Acts (1965, 1968, 1976).

	Women's suffrage
	19th Amendment (1920).
	Representation of the People Acts (1918, 1928).

	LGBTQ+ rights (marriage)
	Achieved via Supreme Court ruling — Obergefell v Hodges (2015).
	Achieved via Act of Parliament — Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act (2013).

	National security vs rights
	Guantánamo Bay detentions; post-9/11 surveillance debates.
	Belmarsh case (2004); counter-terrorism and Prevent strategy debates.

	Independent rights body
	No single federal body; split across EEOC, DOJ Civil Rights Division.
	Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC).

	Reproductive rights
	Recognised then removed by the Supreme Court (Roe v Wade; Dobbs).
	Governed by ordinary statute — the Abortion Act (1967).

	Disability rights
	Americans with Disabilities Act (1990).
	Disability Discrimination Act (1995), now part of the Equality Act (2010).


3. Stretch & Challenge Tasks
1. 1. Compare the Belmarsh case (A v Secretary of State, 2004) with a US case on detention and national security (e.g. Hamdi v Rumsfeld, 2004) — evaluate how each country's courts responded to government national security powers.
1. 2. Research the debate over replacing the UK's Human Rights Act with a 'British Bill of Rights' and compare it to US debates about reforming the Supreme Court or constitutional rights protections.
1. 3. Compare the path to same-sex marriage in the UK (via Act of Parliament, 2013) with the US (via Supreme Court ruling, Obergefell v Hodges, 2015) — evaluate which method produced a more secure and legitimate right.
1. 4. Investigate the differing abortion law journeys in each country — Roe v Wade/Dobbs in the US versus the Abortion Act (1967) in the UK — and evaluate the implications of each method for the durability of the right.
1. 5. Write a 300-word extension paragraph evaluating whether rights are better protected in a codified or an uncodified constitutional system.
1. 6. Create a comparative timeline of major rights legislation and rulings in both countries from the mid-20th century to the present.
4. Assessment — 'Statement: Analyse and Evaluate' Questions
Each statement requires comparative analysis of both US and UK approaches to civil rights. Plan three comparative themes, use specific evidence/case studies from both systems for each, and reach a supported judgement on the extent to which you agree.
1. Q1. 'Rights are better protected in the USA than in the UK.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
1. Q2. 'The judiciary plays a more significant role in protecting rights in the USA than in the UK.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
1. Q3. 'Parliamentary sovereignty makes rights less secure in the UK than in the USA.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
1. Q4. 'Both the US and UK have made similar progress in advancing racial equality.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
1. Q5. 'LGBTQ+ rights have advanced further in the UK than in the USA.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
1. Q6. 'National security concerns have had a greater impact on civil liberties in the USA than in the UK.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
1. Q7. 'Rights won through legislation are less secure than rights won through the courts.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
1. Q8. 'The UK's approach to protecting rights is more democratic than the USA's.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
1. Q9. 'Reproductive rights are less secure in the USA than in the UK.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
1. Q10. 'The differences between how the US and UK protect civil rights are greater than the similarities.' Analyse and evaluate this statement.
5. Further Reading & Listening
Textbooks
1. Duncan Watts, 'US Government & Politics' and 'UK Government & Politics' (Edinburgh University Press) — core AQA-aligned chapters on rights in each country.
1. Conor Gearty, 'Civil Liberties: A Very Short Introduction' — concise overview of UK rights and civil liberties debates.
1. Michelle Alexander, 'The New Jim Crow' — influential analysis of race, criminal justice and civil rights in the USA.
Websites
1. equalityhumanrights.com (EHRC) — official UK body monitoring and enforcing equality/human rights law.
1. aclu.org — coverage of ongoing US civil rights and civil liberties litigation.
1. echr.coe.int — official European Court of Human Rights case law relevant to UK rights protection.
1. oyez.org — case summaries and oral argument audio for landmark US civil rights Supreme Court cases.
Podcasts
1. 'More Perfect' (Radiolab) — narrative episodes on landmark US civil rights Supreme Court cases.
1. 'Law Pod UK' — analysis of UK human rights and civil liberties cases.
1. BBC Radio 4 'Law in Action' — accessible coverage of major UK legal and rights-related developments.
1. 'Throughline' (NPR) — historical deep-dive episodes on the US Civil Rights Movement and its legacy.
Documentaries / Listening
1. '13th' (Netflix, dir. Ava DuVernay) — documentary examining race, mass incarceration and the 13th Amendment.
1. 'Windrush: Secrets and Lies' (BBC/ITV, 2020) — documentary investigating the UK's Windrush scandal and its impact on migrants' rights.
