Preparatory work for Drama at A-level
Congratulations on choosing to study Drama at A-level. The course is intellectually challenging and artistically rewarding.  It is a combination of theory and practice. You will learn how to take a production from page to the stage, develop performance-based skills, take part in practical workshops, study play texts, practitioners and theatre companies, perform your own work: scripted and devised, and see as much theatre as possible.  At A-level you are expected to be able to think for yourself, independent study and strong organisational skills underpin success.  
The A-level course 
	Component 1: Drama and theatre
(3-hour written exam)
40% of A-level
· Section A: one question (from a choice) on the set text (25 marks)
· Section B: one three-part question on a given extract from a different set text (30 marks)
· Section C: one question (from a choice) on the work of theatre makers in a single live theatre production (25 marks)   
	Component 2: Creating original drama (Devised performance)
30% of A-level

Make a devised performance 
Study and apply the work and methodology of one influential theatre practitioner
· Working notebook (40 marks)
· Devised performance (20 marks)
	Component 3: Making Theatre (Scripted performance)
30% of A-level

Perform 3 extracts each taken from a different play. Methodology of a prescribed practitioner must be applied to Extract 3 which is performed as a final assessed piece to an examiner.

Reflective report analysing and evaluating theatrical interpretation of all three extracts

Performance of Extract 3 (40 marks)
Reflective report (20 marks)



Tasks
To prepare fully for your A-level course please complete the following tasks, tasks are compulsory for starting A-level Drama unless indicated by a * in which case they are preferable but not essential. 

To prepare for component 1 (the written exam) …
1) Research the set text; ‘Our Country’s Good’ by Timberlake Wertenbaker. 
Gather research on who she is, when/ why she wrote the play, the plot / characters, the theatrical style, images of past productions. 
A helpful resource is: http://outofjoint.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/OurCountrysGood_ResourcePack.pdf
2) Note your first impressions of the play (be prepared to bring this to our first lesson)
3) *It would be fantastic if you could read the play! (There are used copies on Amazon as cheap as 50p) https://www.amazon.co.uk/Our-Countrys-Good-Playmaker-Kenneally/dp/0413692302
4) *Below is a reading list for this area of the exam, you could begin to research and read some of the books listed to get a head start!

Reading List for ‘Our Country’s Good’

Letters to George 
(This is Max Stafford Clark’s account of rehearsing ‘Our Country’s Good’, it reads like a diary) 
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Letters-George-Rehearsal-Max-Stafford-Clark/dp/185459317X/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=max+stafford+clark&qid=1586246966&s=books&sr=1-3
 
The Recruiting Officer
(This is a play by George Farquhar, which the convicts stage in ‘Our Country’s Good’)
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Recruiting-Officer-George-Farquhar-ebook/dp/B005HKJV12/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+recruiting+officer&qid=1586247317&s=books&sr=1-1
The Floating Brothel: The Extraordinary True Story of an Eighteenth Century Ship and its Cargo of Female Convicts
This is a novel by Sian Rees used by Wertenbaker to research ‘Our Country’s Good’
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Floating-Brothel-Extraordinary-Eighteenth-Convicts-ebook/dp/B00VE76Z7U/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=The+Floating+brothel&qid=1586247252&s=books&sr=1-1
Taking Stock: The Theatre of Max Stafford-Clark 
This book draws on diaries, photos and interviews to provide insight into Max Stafford Clark’s work as a director
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Taking-Stock-Theatre-Max-Stafford-Clark/dp/1854598406/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=max+stafford+clark&qid=1586247124&s=books&sr=1-1

‘Our Country's Good - Page to Stage: A Study-guide’ 
(A helpful study guide)
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Our-Countrys-Good-Stage-Study-guide/dp/1848420439/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=max+stafford+clark&qid=1586247124&s=books&sr=1-2

Tasks continued
5) Watch any production you wish from Digital Theatre 
6) Select 1 question from the following list, then complete an essay on it (approx. 2 sides of A4 / 1hr).

Briefly explain how lighting AND set were used together to create a suitable atmosphere at particular moments. Analyse and evaluate the contribution of these combined elements to the total dramatic effectiveness of the production. [25 marks]

Briefly explain the effects created for the audience by the director’s choice of staging configuration and by the actors’ use of the space, at particular moments. Analyse and evaluate the contribution that was made to the total dramatic effectiveness of the production by these choices. [25 marks]

Briefly explain the effects created by the performers’ work as an ensemble at particular moments. Analyse and evaluate the contribution of the performers’ ensemble work to the total dramatic effectiveness of the production. [25 marks]

Briefly explain the ways in which ONE OR MORE performer(s) used their performance skills in order to convey their character(s) at particular moments. Analyse and evaluate the contribution of your chosen performer(s) to the total dramatic effectiveness of the production. [25 marks]

7) Read through the example answers booklet (make sure you save a copy on your computer for future use) to help you to see the standard expected at A-level, this may also help to structure your essay.
8) Begin to research 2-3 theatre practitioners to prepare for your scripted and devised work. 
You will need to select 2 practitioners 1 for scripted/ 1 for devised. 
You have to apply their style, ideas and methodology to your performance 
You are expected to know…


· the social, cultural and historical context in which the practitioner is/was working
· theatrical purpose and practice
· artistic intentions
· innovative nature of their approach
· working methods
· theatrical style and use of conventions
collaboration with/influence on other practitioners








.
Practitioners to choose from include: Steven Berkoff, Alecky Blythe, Complicite, Bob Crowley, DV8, Frantic Assembly, John Godber, Kneehigh Theatre, Katie Mitchell, Tom Piper, Mic Pool, Shared Experience, Max Stafford-Clark, 1927
Full list of all practitioners can be found here: https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/a-level/drama-and-theatre-7262/subject-content/prescribed-practitioners
There are lots of resources including filmed interviews and practitioner’s productions on digital theatre plus: type the name of the practitioner you are researching into the search box to explore resources. 

Recommended websites: 
Digital theatre plus:        username: student.stambrose    password: dt123
National Theatre resources: https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/learning
National theatre youtube: currently offering a new play to watch for free every Thursday: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDq1XzCY0NIOYVJvEMQjqw
AQA (the exam board’s website for A-level Drama) https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/a-level/drama-and-theatre-7262
A brilliant website exploring careers in theatre: https://getintotheatre.org/
Frantic Assembly’s resources website: https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/resources
Royal Shakespeare Company’s resources webitse: https://www.rsc.org.uk/education/teacher-resources/
A Backstage tour of the Lowry Theatre: https://youtu.be/P-g3dPPf9_Y
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Any questions please get in touch: mrsltaylor@st-ambrosecollege.org.uk

