Year 7 – Autobiography
Key terms:
· Chronological order – when a text is written in time order
· Colloquial language – informal language, usually spoken
· Direct address – when a writer addresses the reader directly (e.g. “you may be wondering why…)
· Figurative language – a general term used to describe images such as metaphor, personification and simile
· Informal register – when a writer uses informal words/ phrases to create a more relaxed, conversational style
· Retrospective reflection – when writer is looking back and comments on something from their perspective now (rather than at the time)
· Tone – the style/ mood of a piece of writing (e.g. light-hearted/ humorous)

Big question – what makes for a great autobiography and why do we enjoy reading them? 
Examples of Autobiography:
· Boy – Roald Dahl
· I am Malala – Malala Yousafzi
· Long Walk to Freedom – Nelson Mandela
· Mud, Sweat and Tears – Bear Grylls


[bookmark: _GoBack]Key details 
Link to NC: Reading (non-fiction)/ writing for a range of purposes
Nature of assessment: Autobiographical writing task
Assessment task: autobiographical writing focusing on an episode from your childhood



Stretch and Challenge:
Read at least one of the suggested titles from the Autobiography reading list and write a review.
Try to recreate the style of an autobiography you have enjoyed reading in your own writing.





My brand new school shoes felt too tight and the stiff white collar of my school shirt rubbed uncomfortably on my neck.  I bit my lip and tried to stem the rising feeling of panic as I gazed up at the imposing glass building.  After months of anticipation, here I finally was: St Ambrose College.  Suddenly, a tidal wave of black blazer-clad boys engulfed me, sweeping me along in their wake.  They seemed so tall and confident as they shouted excitedly to one another.  I wondered would I ever be like them….
Assessment tasks to be completed by all Year 7 classes:
Task
Assessment 
Draw up a timeline of your life so far and create a mind-map for a single episode including thoughts/ feelings
Self-assessed
Write opening paragraph of a first person account of a memorable episode using ‘hooks’
Teacher assessed
Paragraphs exploring the ways in which Malala Yousafzi creates a frightening mood/ atmosphere in her writing
Self-assessed
Final assessment – write an autobiographical account of an episode from your life so far
Teacher assessed



Key skills:  
You will be able to:
Not yet confident
Quite confident
Really confident
Select relevant and interesting information



Recognise a range of effective techniques use to ‘hook’ reader



Structure and organise a narrative piece of writing effectively



Combine description of thoughts/ feelings with action



Recognise and use the conventions of autobiography



Use language effectively to create vivid scenes



At the end of the module, tick to indicate how confident you are in terms of each skill.
Success criteria 
· well-chosen, interesting detail
· clear, convincing viewpoint
· thoughtfully organised ideas
· figurative language for impact
· Range of sentences for effect
· Range of punctuation
· Ambitious vocabulary
· Accuracy of tenses
End of unit assessment: Developing/ Secure/ Outstanding          Effort grade: ____________________
Target 1: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Target 2: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________


