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Key Terms 
 Agent Orange 
 Defoliant Chemical used by the USA in the Vietnam War 
 Capitalism 
Political, Social and economic system cantered on democracy and individual freedoms such as free speech, political beliefs and freedom to do business 
  Cold War 
 Non-violent conflict between the USA and the USSR from 1945 . 
 Communism 
 A white supremacy movement set up in late 19th century America but which had a resurgence in 1920s America. 
 Containment 
  The Western Policy during the Cold War designed to contain the spread of Communism 
  Domino Theory 
 The theory that political events in one country could cause similar events in neighbouring countries 
Guerrilla Warfare
 Hit and Run tactics used instead of an open battle 
Search and Destroy 
 Military strategy used in Vietnam putting ground troops into enemy territory to seek out and destroy them 
Viet Cong 
Communist guerrilla force of South Vietnam
Viet Minh 
Vietnamese group who fought for independence under French rule 
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	Sub-topics

	
	The Causes of American Involvement in Vietnam 
· The defeat at Dien Bien Phu
· Fear of Communism 
· The Geneva Agreement 
· The Civil War 

	
	The tactics of the Viet Cong and the American Response. 
· Guerrilla tactics, 
· Search and Destroy 
· Chemical weapons
· Mass Bombings 

	
	· Problems facing the Americans in Vietnam 
· Hearts and Minds 
· Political Problems 
· Troops and their Officers 

	
	 Mai Lai and the Tet Offensive 

	
	 The role of the Media 

	  
	The anti - war movements 
· Kent State University Protest

	
	The End of the War



Stretch and Challenge – wider reading / independent tasks:
1. Complete the Teachit tasks ( available on the  Student Shared Area) 
2. Complete further research into tactics at Dien Bien Phu 
3. Complete further research on   key individuals such s Ho chi Minh and President Diem.   Write an obituary.  Produce a presentation for the History Society 




Possible homework tasks/assessments 
Task 1. Why and how  did the Americans  get involved in Vietnam? 
Task 2. Who were the V.V?  p 347 
Task 3: .  How useful is source 9 p 361 to a students studying why attitudes  turned against the Vietnam War in the late 1960s?                                             8 marks 
Task 4:  Practice question p 348 
Task 5   Write an account of how the My Lai massacre affected American attitudes towards
 the Vietnam War. 
Task 6:   Practice Question p 361 ( How useful )  (
Key facts
French colonial rule collapsed and ended at the battle of Dien Bien Phu in 1954
The Geneva Agreement divided Vietnam into North ( Communist) and South ( anti-communist) 
The Viet Cong led by ho Chi Minh developed support to unify Vietnam 
The USA became involved . They had been helping the French . Now the policy of containment and the Domino Theory meant that South Vietnam had to be kept non communist
The Gulf of Tonkin Incident was used by Johnson as a reason to escalate the war. 
Vietcong tactics made fighting difficult for the American troops. 
US tactics to end the war - mass bombing, search and destroy missions increased opposition 
The My Lai massacre in 1968 was kept quiet , but published 18 months later to great criticism 
The Tet Offensive in 1968 was actually a success a US success, but portrayed in the media as a disaster. 
The war was increasingly seen by Americans as unwinnable, putting pressure on the U.S government . 
At home there was increasing opposition to the war as reflected in the media. 
Demonstrations and Students protests gained much publicity, including the one at Kent State University. 
Peace Talks resumed in Paris in 1973
All US troops were withdrawn from Vietnam in 1973. 
North Vietnamese troops completed the conquest of the South by 1975.
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