GCSE History Knowledge Organiser: ELIZABETHAN ENGLAND 1568-1603 Paper 2 Section B
Part two: Life in Elizabethan England.[bookmark: _GoBack]Possible homework tasks/GCSE style questions 
In the GCSE, the exam questions always follow the same format 
In question 1, you will always be asked to evaluate a source. (See example below) 
You will need to interpret the content of the source, and use your knowledge and the provenance/ origin to evaluate 
In question 2, you will always be asked about the significance or importance of an issue, institution or individual (see below) 
In question 3: you will be asked to write an account of an issue or event from Elizabeth’s reign (see below)
All questions are worth 8 marks. Your material for each response can be organised into two or three paragraphs.  

1.  How Convincing is interpretation A when talking about the Elizabethan theatre? (8 marks)

      2) Explain why poverty increased in  Elizabethan England (8 marks)
 
3) Write an account of exploration in the Reign of Elizabeth 1st (8 marks)


	Sub-topics

	2.1

	Elizabethan Culture
A Golden Age: 
-The English Renaissance,
-The rise of the Gentry, 
-Fashion, 
-Architecture,
-The Theatre, The Cult of Elizabeth 
· 

	2.2
	The Poor
-The reasons for the increase in poverty. 
-Attitudes and responses to poverty.                           
-The reasons for government action and the seriousness of the problem eg) The Elizabethan Poor Law 1601.

	2.3
	· Elizabethan Exploration  English sailors: Hawkins and Drake; circumnavigation 1577–2,3 1580, voyages and trade; the
· role of Raleigh.
· 




Stretch and Challenge – wider reading / independent tasks:
Visit Hardwick Hall to assess how architecture reflected the changing fortunes of the gentry.
Visit the Globe Theatre in London to describe one aspect of Life in Elizabethan Times. https://www.bbc.com/education/clips/zv697ty
An insight into the urban poor, crime, disease, and the Great Elizabethan Poor Law.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWN22eyQ64A- Video by David Starkey –Famous English Historian on Elizabeth’s early Life.

	Key Terms 
	

	Circumnavigation
	To travel all the way round the circumference of the world.

	Empire
	An extensive group of colonies ruled over by single more powerful country.

	Enclosure
	The division of land, Including the village common land into separate fields with hedges, allowing a change from arable to sheep farming.

	Gentry
	Well-born families who owned land but who do not have titles so were below the rank of nobility.

	Renaissance 
	An intellectual and cultural movement originating in Italy in the Middle Ages, heavily influenced by the Ancient Greeks and Romans,

	Alms
	Charity given to the poor. Alms houses are provided for poor people to live in.


Key facts
2/1  During Elizabeth’s reign some historians believe Britain was entering a ‘Golden Age’of culture influenced by new Renaissance ideas from Europe.
-The gentry were a step below the landowners .They owned land but did not have titles (eg Lord) .They helped the monarch keep control in their local area.
     -The gentry were becoming more rich and powerful and patronising the arts eg) Sir Robert Dudley
      -‘The Great Rebuilding’ saw magnificent new houses like Hardwick Hall built by the gentry. renaissance ideas such as symmetry influenced design. Some old houses were renovated in the Renaissance style such as Kenilworth Castle by Sir Robert Dudley and Little Moreton Hall.
       -Theatre was transformed partly thanks to the greatest English playwright Shakespeare. The main theatres were based on the South Bank of the Thames eg) The Thames opened in 1599 where Shakespeare made his name.
      - Portraits of Elizabeth were used for propaganda.
2.2   Poor people faced major problems in Elizabethan England-particularly in the 1590’s.
      - There were a number of causes of poverty in Elizabethan England eg) Closure of the monasteries by Elizabeth’s father Henry , Inflation, Enclosure, population growth.
-Vagrants were seen as a threat to social order and often whipped or sometimes hanged
-The problem of sturdy beggars particularly worried the authorities.
- The problem became a national crisis leading to important legislation; The Poor Law of 1601 whereby Justices of the Peace had to appoint four overseers of the Poor in each Parish. Almshouses were provided for the old and sick to work in.
2.3  English privateers and traders challenged Spanish power in the new World.
.- Sir Francis Drake became the most celebrated English explorer and the first to circumnavigate the globe in 1577-80
-  Sir Walter Raleigh failed in his attempts to set up the first colonies in America (1584-85)
- In the 1560’s ,John Hawkins made three voyages to the Caribbean trading slaves that he had captured in West Africa.
- Drake attacked Spanish treasure ships travelling from Mexico and Peru.
-Sir Francis Drake was knighted by the Queen on the deck of his flagship the Golden Hind.
- New Chartered Companies such as The East Indies Company were set up in 1601.



